
By Brittany Aubin 

Ignatia House, a U.S. VETS-run 
supportive housing program for 
formerly homeless veterans, will 
lose its lease at the end of March 
and as of publication has not lo-
cated a new building to occupy, 
according to U.S. VETS regional 
director Stephanie Buckley.

The 51 former service mem-
bers in the program, located on 
the grounds of the Armed Forces 
Retirement Home in Ward 5, are 
“anxiety-ridden” over the precari-
ous situation, she said.

Yet, while many governmental 
and nonprofit actors have become 
involved in the relocation process 
and negotiations since late Janu-
ary, it remains unclear how and 
why the situation deteriorated to 
this point.

 U.S. VETS, a private nonprofit 
dedicated to helping homeless 
veterans, leases the 21,069 square 
foot Ignatia House from the AFRH, 
an independent federal agency. 
AFRH’s master plan requires that 
the Ignatia House be closed down 
to make way for a mixed-use re-
development featuring affordable 
housing, market-rate rental and 
condo units, a small grocery and 
other retail and office buildings, 
said Chris Black, a consultant for 
the AFRH. The site will also contain 
a new 100-bed facility for formerly 
homeless veterans, but it would 
likely be several years before the 
facility would be ready to open.

U.S. VETS knew this develop-
ment plan would limit their time 
on the grounds when they first 
signed the lease, Black said, adding 
that U.S. VETS was “falling down on 
their responsibility” by not looking 

for a new location sooner. 
Stephanie Buckley, the regional 

director of U.S. VETS, maintains 
that the AFRH did not notify them 

about the displacement until Dec. 
19, 2007, at which point the orga-
nization began lobbying for a lease 
extension and actively seeking new 

locations for their program without 
any assistance from the Depart-
ment of Defense or AFRH. 

However, Black stated the AFRH 
has given repeated extensions and 
rental discounts, and “bent over 
backwards” to support the pro-
gram. When U.S. VETS’ lease ex-
pired in July 2007, AFRH offered a 
six-month extension due to a de-
lay in the initial construction date, 
she said. However, it was clear 
that extension was temporary, she 
added.

“Why have they put the safety 
and security and comfort of their 
residents at risk by waiting until 
the eleventh hour?” asked Black. 

In a Dec. 18 e-mail to U.S. VETS, 
a representative of the AFRH con-
firmed a 30-day extension of the 
lease, ending Feb. 28. “US Vets has 
been well aware that this has been 
coming, and we already granted 
an extension based on the delay in 
the process. This will be the final 
extension and we will not consider 
any further extensions,” the mes-
sage stated. Black provided the 
correspondence and copy of the 
lease. U.S. VETS has contracted le-
gal counsel and could not provide 
collaborative documents. When 
asked, Buckley stood by her state-
ment that they were given their 
first notice on Dec. 19. 

Other organizations and city 
agencies began responding to the 
situation in January, with the Na-
tional Coalition for Homeless Vet-
erans sending out a press release 
seeking emergency assistance on 
Jan. 30. The Community Partner-
ship for the Prevention of Home-
lessness has also stepped in to find 

10-year-old Zach Bonner does his part to help the homeless, page 7

See Voices, page 13

February 20, 2008 – March 4, 2008  •  Volume 5, Issue 8

See  U.S. VETS page 7

$1.00
Suggested
Donation

OUTSIDE VOICES

www.streetsense.org

Where the Washington area's poor and homeless earn and give their two cents

U.S. VETS Struggles to Find a New Home

PROFILE
Philip Mangano: National 
Partnerships, Local Planning
A talk with the director of the United States 
Interagency Council on Homelessness,
page 3

POLITICS
On the Hill
President Bush’s budget plan includes millions 
of dollars in cuts to aid for the poor, page 6

FICTION
Stacy from Malibu, part 2
Part 2 of Ivory Wilson’s latest story about a 
private detective who gets more than he 
bargained for on his first case, page 8 

EDITORIAL
The Decline of America
Vendor Jeffery McNeil muses on illegal 
immigration, page 12

POETRY
Gwen, at Miriam’s Kitchen
David Harris paints a word picture of a woman 
who has touched his life, page 9

Inside This Issue 

By David Dietz 

As an intern social-worker 
at Franklin School Shel-
ter several nights a week, 

I often notice 15 to 25 senior citi-
zens check in for a bed on any given 
evening.

Franklin School Shelter, for 
those of you who may not know, is 
considered a “low-barrier” shelter. 
That means that on any given night, 
more than 250 beds may be filled 
with men who are unemployed, 
who may have a mental illness or 
who have prison records – the ma-
jority of whom are between 25 and 
40 years old. It suffices to say that 
such an environment may not be 
conducive to the health and welfare 
of senior citizens, whether they are 
homeless or not.

In my opinion, Franklin Shelter’s 
staff does an excellent job provid-
ing services to men of all ages and 
operates well with the resources it 
has available. However, I remain 
skeptical that such an environment 
is the most suitable one for senior 
citizens. This raises the question for 
Washington, D.C., and other urban 
cities and rural areas alike to pon-
der: How do we provide housing 
and services for homeless seniors, 
and what services should we be 
providing specifically for this de-
mographic?

According to the May 2006 Dis-
trict of Columbia State Data Center 
Monthly Brief, 14% of District resi-
dents age 65 and over were living 
under the poverty level. According 
to the Annual Report to the People 
for Fiscal Year 2006 produced by 
the District of Columbia Office on 
Aging, there were 91,605 adults 60 
years or older living in poverty in 
2006, which signifies nearly a 37% 
increase since 2000. This data sug-
gest two frightening conclusions: 
District officials do not know for 

Number of 
Homeless 

Seniors in DC 
on the Rise

51 former service members may become homeless again if a new home isn’t 
found for U.S. VETS by the end of March.

CO
U

R
TESY O

F ISTO
CK

PH
O

TO

VETERANS



St
re

et
 S

en
se

  .
  F

eb
ru

ar
y 

20
 –

 M
ar

ch
 4

, 2
00

8
St

re
et

 S
en

se
  .

  F
eb

ru
ar

y 
20

 –
 M

ar
ch

 4
, 2

00
8

P
R

O
FI

LE
   

3 
2 

  A
LL

 A
B

O
U

T
U

S

D
on

at
e 

to
 S

tr
ee

t S
en

se
   

   
   

 
I w

ill
 d

o
na

te
:

__
_

$5
0 

fo
r 

tw
o

 v
en

d
o

r 
aw

ar
d

s 
ea

ch
 m

o
n

th

__
_ 

 $
70

 fo
r 

o
n

e 
re

st
au

ra
n

t r
ev

ie
w

__
_

$1
00

 fo
r 

p
o

st
ag

e 
ea

ch
 m

o
n

th

__
_ 

 $
20

0 
fo

r 
th

e 
ve

st
s 

o
f 1

5 
n

ew
 v

en
d

o
rs

__
_

$5
00

 fo
r 

m
o

n
th

ly
 r

en
t a

n
d

 in
su

ra
n

ce

__
_

$1
,2

00
 fo

r 
th

e 
p

ri
n

ti
n

g 
o

f o
n

e 
is

su
e

__
_ 

 A
n

o
th

er
 a

m
o

u
n

t o
f $

__
__

__
_

__
_ 

 A
n

o
th

er
 a

m
o

u
n

t o
f $

__
__

__
_ 

fo
r 

ve
n

d
o

r:
 _

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
_

M
y 

In
fo

rm
at

io
n

N
am

e:
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

_         
  

A
d

d
re

ss
:_

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

          
C

it
y/

St
at

e/
Z

ip
:_

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
          

P
h

o
n

e:
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

_E
-m

ai
l:_

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

      

P
le

as
e 

m
ak

e 
ch

ec
ks

 p
ay

ab
le

 to
 S

tr
ee

t S
en

se

St
re

et
 S

en
se

 is
 a

 5
01

(c
)(

3)
, n

o
n

p
ro

fi
t o

rg
an

iz
at

io
n

. A
ll 

d
o

n
at

io
n

s 
ar

e 
ta

x 
d

ed
u

ct
ib

le
. 

M
ai

l t
o

: S
tr

ee
t S

en
se

, 1
31

7 
G

 S
t.

 N
W

, W
as

h
in

gt
o

n
, D

C
 2

00
05

.
Yo

u
 c

an
 a

ls
o

 d
o

n
at

e 
o

n
lin

e 
at

 w
w

w
.s

tr
ee

ts
en

se
.o

rg

* 
M

es
se

n
ge

r 
an

d
 to

te
 b

ag
s 

an
d

 b
ac

kp
ac

ks
 fo

r 
ve

n
d

o
rs

* 
B

o
tt

le
d

 w
at

er
 to

 h
an

d
 o

u
t t

o
 v

en
d

o
rs

* 
Fo

o
d

 fo
r 

ve
n

d
o

r 
m

ee
ti

n
gs

 *
 O

ff
ic

e 
ch

ai
rs

 *
 L

ap
to

p
 c

o
m

p
u

te
rs

 w
it

h
 a

t l
ea

st
 W

in
d

ow
s 

20
00

 

an
d

 1
0 

G
B

 o
f s

to
ra

ge
 s

p
ac

e

A
dd

it
io

na
l i

te
m

s 
th

at
 S

tr
ee

t
S

en
se

 n
ee

ds
:

 P
le

as
e 

ca
ll

 2
02

-3
47

-2
00

6 
or

 s
en

d
 a

n
 e

-m
ai

l t
o 

in
fo

@
st

re
et

se
n

se
.o

rg
 if

 y
ou

 h
av

e 
an

y 
of

 th
es

e 
it

em
s 

to
 d

on
at

e.

P
R

O
V

ID
ER

 P
R

O
FI

LE

B
y 

R
ob

er
t B

la
ir

Fo
r 

th
e 

p
as

t 
si

x 
ye

ar
s,

 P
h

il
ip

 F
. M

an
ga

n
o

 
h

as
 s

er
ve

d
 a

s 
ex

ec
u

ti
ve

 d
ir

ec
to

r 
o

f t
h

e 
U

n
it

ed
 

St
at

es
 In

te
ra

ge
n

cy
 C

o
u

n
ci

l o
n

 H
o

m
el

es
sn

es
s.

 
In

 t
h

at
 r

o
le

, h
e 

tr
av

el
s 

ex
te

n
si

ve
ly

 a
cr

o
ss

 t
h

e 
co

u
n

tr
y 

“c
on

st
el

la
ti

n
g”

 (t
o 

u
se

 h
is

 te
rm

) a
 n

a-
ti

o
n

al
 p

ar
tn

er
sh

ip
 o

f 
49

 s
ta

te
s,

 3
 t

er
ri

to
ri

es
, 

32
5 

lo
ca

l c
o

m
m

u
n

it
ie

s 
an

d
 2

0 
fe

d
er

al
 a

ge
n

-
ci

es
 t

o
 e

n
d

 h
o

m
el

es
sn

es
s 

in
 A

m
er

ic
a 

(s
ee

 a
r-

ti
cl

e 
o

n
 p

ag
e 

4)
.

P
ri

o
r 

to
 h

ea
d

in
g 

U
SI

C
H

, M
an

ga
n

o
 w

as
 th

e 
fo

u
n

d
in

g 
d

ir
ec

to
r 

o
f 

an
 a

d
vo

ca
cy

 o
rg

an
iz

a-
ti

o
n

 th
at

 b
ec

am
e 

th
e 

M
as

sa
ch

u
se

tt
s 

H
o

u
si

n
g 

an
d

 S
h

el
te

r 
A

ll
ia

n
ce

, a
 c

o
al

it
io

n
 o

f,
 t

h
en

, 7
5 

ag
en

ci
es

 t
h

at
 o

p
er

at
ed

 2
00

 p
ro

gr
am

s 
fo

r 
th

e 
h

o
m

el
es

s 
o

f t
h

e 
C

o
m

m
o

n
w

ea
lt

h
. 

In
 a

d
d

it
io

n
 t

o
 h

is
 1

2 
ye

ar
s 

le
ad

in
g 

M
H

SA
, 

h
e 

al
so

 s
er

ve
d

 a
s 

d
ir

ec
to

r 
o

f h
o

m
el

es
s 

se
rv

ic
-

es
 f

o
r 

th
e 

ci
ty

 o
f 

C
am

b
ri

d
ge

, M
as

s.
; d

ir
ec

to
r 

o
f 

d
ev

el
o

p
m

en
t,

 f
am

il
y 

h
o

m
el

es
sn

es
s 

an
d

 
h

o
u

si
n

g 
p

ro
gr

am
s 

fo
r 

St
. P

au
l A

fr
ic

an
 M

et
h

-
o

d
is

t C
h

u
rc

h
 in

 C
am

b
ri

d
ge

; a
n

d
 w

o
rk

ed
 w

it
h

 
B

os
to

n’
s 

R
ox

b
u

ry
 C

h
ild

re
n’

s 
Se

rv
ic

es
 to

 c
re

at
e 

h
o

u
si

n
g 

p
ro

gr
am

s 
fo

r 
h

o
m

el
es

s 
fa

m
ili

es
.

M
an

ga
n

o
 s

ay
s 

h
e 

fi
rs

t 
b

ec
am

e 
in

vo
lv

ed
 in

 
w

o
rk

in
g 

w
it

h
 t

h
e 

h
o

m
el

es
s 

in
 1

98
1 

w
h

en
 h

e 
vo

lu
n

te
er

ed
 t

o
 w

o
rk

 o
n

 a
 n

ew
ly

 e
st

ab
li

sh
ed

 
b

re
ad

 li
n

e 
at

 S
t.

 A
n

th
o

n
y’

s 
Sh

ri
n

e 
in

 B
o

st
o

n
. 

H
ow

ev
er

, h
e 

at
tr

ib
u

te
s 

h
is

 in
it

ia
l i

n
sp

ir
at

io
n

 
to

 g
et

 in
vo

lv
ed

 t
o

 F
ra

n
co

 Z
ef

fi
re

lli
’s

 fi
lm

 d
ra

-
m

at
iz

at
io

n
 o

f 
th

e 
li

fe
 o

f 
St

. F
ra

n
ci

s 
o

f 
A

ss
is

i, 
“B

ro
th

er
 S

u
n

, 
Si

st
er

 M
o

o
n

,”
 w

h
ic

h
 h

e 
h

ad
 

se
en

 a
 y

ea
r 

o
r 

tw
o

 e
ar

lie
r 

in
 L

o
s 

A
n

ge
le

s.
H

e 
w

as
 l

iv
in

g 
in

 L
o

s 
A

n
ge

le
s 

at
 t

h
e 

ti
m

e 
an

d
 r

u
n

n
in

g 
h

is
 o

w
n

 b
o

o
ki

n
g 

an
d

 m
an

ag
e-

m
en

t 
ag

en
cy

 fo
r 

m
u

si
ci

an
s.

 “
T

h
e 

st
o

ry
 o

f S
t.

 

Fr
an

ci
s 

o
p

en
ed

 m
y 

ey
es

 t
o

 t
h

e 
n

o
ti

o
n

 o
f d

e-
vo

ti
n

g 
o

n
e’

s 
lif

e 
co

m
p

le
te

ly
 to

 th
e 

w
el

l-
b

ei
n

g 
o

f 
th

e 
p

o
o

re
st

,”
 h

e 
re

ca
ll

ed
, “

an
d

 t
o

 t
h

e 
id

ea
 

th
at

 th
at

 c
o

u
ld

 b
e 

a 
go

o
d

 w
ay

 to
 li

ve
 a

 li
fe

.”
M

an
ga

n
o’

s 
jo

u
rn

ey
, f

ro
m

 s
ch

ed
u

lin
g 

to
u

rs
 

an
d

 n
eg

o
ti

at
in

g 
re

co
rd

in
g 

co
n

tr
ac

ts
 t

o
 f

u
ll

-
ti

m
e 

w
o

rk
 o

n
 h

o
m

el
es

sn
es

s 
is

su
es

, 
b

eg
an

 
w

it
h

 f
u

n
d

ra
is

in
g 

fo
r 

E
va

n
ge

li
ca

ls
 f

o
r 

So
ci

al
 

A
ct

io
n

 a
n

d
 h

el
p

in
g 

co
-f

o
u

n
d

 th
ei

r 
Lo

s 
A

n
ge

-
le

s 
ch

ap
te

r.
 

“I
 d

id
n’

t 
co

n
si

d
er

 m
ys

el
f 

an
 e

va
n

ge
li

ca
l,”

 
h

e 
n

ot
es

. B
u

t i
t w

as
 a

 s
te

p
 to

w
ar

d
s 

sh
if

ti
n

g 
th

e 
b

al
an

ce
 b

et
w

ee
n

 h
is

 m
u

si
c 

w
or

k 
an

d
 c

om
m

u
-

n
it

y-
o

ri
en

te
d

 a
ct

iv
it

y.

M
an

ga
n

o
 r

et
u

rn
ed

 t
o

 B
o

st
o

n
, 

w
h

er
e 

h
e 

h
ad

 e
ar

li
er

 e
ar

n
ed

 h
is

 B
S 

in
 e

d
u

ca
ti

o
n

 f
ro

m
 

B
o

st
o

n
 U

n
iv

er
si

ty
 a

n
d

 a
 M

as
te

r’s
 in

 th
eo

lo
gi

-
ca

l s
tu

d
ie

s 
fr

o
m

 B
o

st
o

n
 T

h
eo

lo
gi

ca
l I

n
st

it
u

te
 

an
d

, f
o

r 
a 

ti
m

e,
 c

o
n

si
d

er
ed

 jo
in

in
g 

th
e 

Fr
an

-
ci

sc
an

s.
 H

ow
ev

er
, t

h
e 

vo
w

s 
o

f p
ov

er
ty

, c
h

as
-

ti
ty

 a
n

d
 o

b
ed

ie
n

ce
 le

d
 h

im
 to

 r
ev

is
e 

h
is

 g
o

al
s,

 
h

e 
n

ow
 c

o
n

ce
d

es
. 

In
st

ea
d

 M
a

n
ga

n
o

 b
ec

a
m

e 
a

 v
o

lu
n

te
er

 
sa

n
d

w
ic

h
 m

ak
er

 a
n

d
, i

n
 1

98
6,

 g
av

e 
u

p
 h

is
 m

u
-

si
c 

b
u

si
n

es
s 

to
 b

ec
om

e 
d

ir
ec

to
r 

of
 e

m
er

ge
n

cy
 

se
rv

ic
es

 fo
r 

th
e 

C
it

y 
of

 C
am

b
ri

d
ge

, M
as

s.
 T

h
at

 
st

ar
te

d
 h

im
 o

n
 a

 p
at

h
 th

at
 u

lt
im

at
el

y 
b

ro
u

gh
t 

h
im

 to
 W

as
h

in
gt

o
n

 to
 le

ad
 U

SI
C

H
.

M
an

ga
n

o
 s

o
m

et
im

es
 r

ef
er

s 
to

 h
is

 y
ea

rs
 

in
 t

h
e 

D
is

tr
ic

t 
as

 h
is

 “
ex

il
e 

in
 W

as
h

in
gt

o
n

.”
 

W
h

en
 p

re
ss

ed
 a

b
o

u
t 

w
h

at
 h

as
 m

o
st

 d
is

ap
-

p
o

in
te

d
 h

im
, h

is
 r

el
u

ct
an

t 
re

sp
o

n
se

 is
 “

T
h

e 
gl

ac
ia

l 
p

ac
e 

o
f 

th
e 

fe
d

er
al

 g
o

ve
rn

m
en

t 
to

 
m

ee
t h

o
m

el
es

s 
co

n
ce

rn
s.

” 
H

av
in

g 
w

o
rk

ed
 o

n
 h

o
m

el
es

s 
is

su
es

 e
ls

e-
w

h
er

e,
 h

e 
so

m
et

im
es

 f
in

d
s 

th
e 

sl
ow

er
 p

ac
e 

fr
u

st
ra

ti
n

g.
 “A

s 
an

 a
b

ol
it

io
n

is
t,”

 h
e 

re
m

ar
ks

, “
I 

w
o

u
ld

 h
av

e 
h

o
p

ed
 t

h
at

 t
h

e 
[h

o
m

el
es

s]
 n

u
m

-
b

er
s 

w
er

e 
ev

en
 lo

w
er

 [i
n

 W
as

h
in

gt
o

n
].”

O
n

 th
e 

ot
h

er
 h

an
d

, M
an

ga
n

o 
w

ax
es

 e
n

th
u

-
si

as
ti

c 
ab

o
u

t 
th

e 
C

o
u

n
ci

l’s
 a

cc
o

m
p

li
sh

m
en

ts
 

in
 th

e 
la

st
 s

ix
 y

ea
rs

, p
ar

ti
cu

la
rl

y 
w

h
at

 h
e 

se
es

 
as

 th
e 

C
o

u
n

ci
l’s

 le
ad

er
sh

ip
 in

 h
el

p
in

g 
ch

an
ge

 
th

e 
p

u
b

li
c 

m
in

d
se

t 
th

at
 h

o
m

el
es

sn
es

s 
is

 a
n

 
in

tr
ac

ta
b

le
 p

ro
b

le
m

. 
H

e 
is

 a
ls

o
 o

p
ti

m
is

ti
c 

th
at

 d
at

a 
fr

o
m

 l
as

t 
ye

ar
’s

 p
oi

n
t-

in
-t

im
e 

co
u

n
t o

f A
m

er
ic

a’
s 

h
om

e-
le

ss
 –

 w
h

en
 p

u
b

li
sh

ed
 in

 t
h

e 
D

ep
ar

tm
en

t 
o

f 
H

o
u

si
n

g 
an

d
 U

rb
an

 D
ev

el
o

p
m

en
t’s

 r
ep

o
rt

 
to

 C
o

n
gr

es
s 

th
is

 y
ea

r 
– 

w
il

l 
co

n
fi

rm
 H

U
D

’s
 

re
ce

n
t 

es
ti

m
at

e 
(b

as
ed

 o
n

 p
ar

ti
al

 2
00

6 
d

at
a)

 
th

at
 h

o
m

el
es

sn
es

s 
d

ec
re

as
ed

 n
at

io
n

w
id

e.
 

A
sk

ed
 w

h
at

 h
e 

th
in

ks
 i

s 
li

ke
ly

 t
o

 h
ap

p
en

 
w

h
en

 t
h

e 
ad

m
in

is
tr

at
io

n
 c

h
an

ge
s 

h
an

d
s 

in
 

20
09

, M
an

ga
n

o
 r

ep
li

es
 w

it
h

 a
 la

u
gh

: “
M

y 
fu

-
tu

re
 is

 in
 G

o
d

’s
 h

an
d

s.
” 

B
u

t 
th

e 
C

o
u

n
ci

l’s
 fu

-
tu

re
, h

e 
co

n
fi

d
en

tl
y 

p
re

d
ic

ts
, i

s 
m

o
st

 li
ke

ly
 to

 
b

e 
a 

co
n

ti
n

u
at

io
n

 o
f i

ts
 p

re
se

n
t c

o
u

rs
e.

 
W

h
at

ev
er

 c
h

an
ge

s 
m

ay
 ta

ke
 p

la
ce

 in
 W

as
h

-
in

gt
on

, h
e 

sp
ec

u
la

te
s,

 th
e 

32
5 

ci
ti

es
 a

n
d

 c
ou

n
-

ti
es

 th
at

 a
re

 th
e 

fr
o

n
t l

in
e 

o
f U

SI
C

H
’s

 n
at

io
n

al
 

p
ar

tn
er

sh
ip

 w
il

l r
em

ai
n

 fo
cu

se
d

 o
n

 im
p

ro
v-

in
g 

lo
ca

l p
la

n
n

in
g 

an
d

 w
ill

 in
cr

ea
si

n
gl

y 
ad

op
t 

ra
p

id
 r

e-
h

o
u

si
n

g 
st

ra
te

gi
es

 to
 e

n
d

 h
o

m
el

es
s-

n
es

s.

P
h

il
ip

 M
an

ga
n

o
: N

at
io

n
al

 P
ar

tn
er

sh
ip

s 
an

d
 L

o
ca

l P
la

n
n

in
g

Ph
ili

p 
M

an
ga

no
 w

as
 o

ne
 o

f t
he

 o
pe

ni
ng

 s
pe

ak
er

s 
at

 th
e 

2
0

07
 M

al
l N

et
w

or
k 

Su
m

m
it 

in
 L

os
 A

ng
el

es
, 

Ca
lif

. T
he

 M
al

l N
et

w
or

k 
is

 a
 n

at
io

na
l c

ol
la

bo
ra

tiv
e 

w
or

ki
ng

 to
 re

sh
ap

e 
th

e 
ro

le
 o

f h
om

el
es

s 
se

rv
ic

es
.

PHOTO COURTESY OF USICH

T
h

e 
St

o
ry

 o
f S

tr
ee

t S
en

se

Sa
ud

i A
bd

ul
la

h
B

ria
n 

D
un

n
G

re
go

ry
 C

hr
on

is
te

r
R

ob
in

 G
or

ac
ke

La
ra

 T
ho

rn
el

y 
H

al
l

Ja
m

es
H

en
so

n

M
el

an
i M

cA
lis

te
r

To
m

 M
ur

ra
y

Je
nn

ife
r a

nd
 A

nt
ho

ny
 P

ar
k

R
aj

ee
v 

Pu
ro

hi
t

An
dr

ea
 S

ko
fs

ta
d

R
ob

er
t T

ra
ut

m
an

Th
an

k 
Yo

u!

W
e 

ar
e 

pr
ou

d 
m

em
be

rs
 o

f:

N
or

th
 A

m
er

ic
an

 S
tr

ee
t 

N
ew

sp
ap

er
 A

ss
oc

ia
tio

n

In
te

rn
at

io
na

l N
et

w
or

k 
of

 
St

re
et

 P
ap

er
s

Fe
b.

 6
 –

 1
9 

D
o

no
rs

13
17

 G
 S

tr
ee

t,
 N

W
W

as
h

in
gt

o
n

, D
C

 2
00

05
P

h
o

n
e:

 (
20

2)
 3

47
-2

00
6

Fa
x:

 (
20

2)
 3

47
-2

16
6

in
fo

@
st

re
et

se
n

se
.o

rg
w

w
w

.s
tr

ee
ts

en
se

.o
rg

B
O

A
R

D
 O

F 
D

IR
EC

TO
R

S
Ja

m
es

 D
av

is
R

o
b

er
t E

gg
er

Te
d

 H
en

so
n

B
ar

b
ar

a 
K

ag
an

B
ra

d
 S

cr
ib

er
Jo

h
n

 S
n

el
lg

ro
ve

M
ic

h
ae

l S
to

o
p

s
Fr

an
ci

n
e 

Tr
ip

le
tt

D
av

id
 W

al
ke

r
K

at
h

y 
W

h
el

p
le

y

EX
EC

U
TI

V
E

D
IR

EC
TO

R
La

u
ra

 T
h

o
m

p
so

n
 O

su
ri

ED
IT

O
R

 IN
 C

H
IE

F
K

au
ka

b
 J

h
u

m
ra

 S
m

it
h

V
EN

D
O

R
 M

A
N

A
G

ER
R

it
a 

R
en

ee
 B

ru
n

so
n

A
S

S
O

C
IA

TE
ED

IT
O

R
D

av
id

 S
. H

am
m

o
n

d
 (

vo
lu

n
te

er
)

IN
TE

R
N

S
B

ri
tt

an
y 

A
u

b
in

 a
n

d
 Je

ss
ic

a 
E

lli
ot

t

V
O

LU
N

TE
E

R
S

/W
R

IT
E

R
S

M
ar

y 
Pa

t A
b

ra
h

am
, M

at
t A

lle
e,

 R
ob

er
t B

as
le

r, 
R

ob
er

t B
la

ir,
 Jo

h
n

 B
ra

n
d

t, 
Ja

n
e 

C
av

e,
 Ja

so
n

 
C

or
u

m
, D

ia
n

a 
C

os
gr

ov
e,

 R
eb

ec
ca

 C
u

rr
y,

 R
ic

k 
D

ah
n

ke
, C

ol
le

en
 D

ol
an

, J
os

h
u

a 
G

ar
d

n
er

, G
en

-
ev

ie
ve

 G
ill

, J
oa

n
n

e 
G

oo
d

w
in

, C
ar

ol
 H

an
n

af
or

d
, 

Ju
st

in
 H

er
m

an
, A

n
n

ie
 H

ill
, D

an
 H

or
n

er
, B

ro
ok

e 
H

ow
el

l, 
A

im
ee

 H
yz

y,
 Jo

 A
n

n
 Ja

ck
so

n
, M

ar
y 

Ly
n

n
 

Jo
n

es
, J

es
si

ca
 L

aG
ar

d
e,

 K
ar

in
 L

ee
, B

re
n

d
a 

K
. 

Le
e-

W
ils

on
, K

at
ie

 L
ei

tc
h

, C
la

ir
e 

M
ar

kg
ra

f, 
K

el
lie

 
M

ar
sh

, M
an

d
y 

M
cA

n
al

ly
, J

ef
fe

ry
 M

cN
ei

l, 
K

en
t 

M
it

ch
el

l, 
Sw

in
it

h
a 

O
su

ri
, K

at
in

ka
 P

od
m

an
ic

-
zk

y,
 D

ia
n

e 
R

u
si

gn
ol

a,
 M

ar
a 

Sc
h

ec
h

te
r,

Ja
m

ie
 

Sc
h

u
m

an
, D

an
 S

el
ig

so
n

, K
at

 S
h

iff
le

r, 
Je

n
n

ife
r 

Si
n

gl
et

on
, K

at
ie

 S
m

it
h

, M
at

th
ew

 T
ay

lo
r, 

R
ob

er
t 

Tr
au

tm
an

, F
ra

n
ci

n
e 

Tr
ip

le
tt

, E
u

ge
n

e 
Ve

rs
lu

ys
en

, 
Li

n
d

a 
W

an
g,

 D
an

 W
ei

n
ga

rt
en

, D
an

 W
h

it
ti

er
, 

K
el

ly
 W

ils
on

, M
ar

ia
n

 W
is

em
an

, C
or

ri
n

e 
Yu

V
EN

D
O

R
S

W
ill

ie
 A

le
xa

n
d

er
,  

M
ic

h
ae

l A
n

d
er

so
n

, K
at

ri
n

a 
A

n
-

ig
e,

 Ja
ke

 A
sh

fo
rd

, L
aw

re
n

ce
 A

u
tr

y,
 T

om
m

y 
B

en
-

n
et

t, 
Lo

rp
u

 B
or

sa
y,

 E
m

ily
 B

ow
e,

 C
or

ey
 B

ri
d

ge
s,

 
B

ob
by

 B
u

gg
s,

 L
eo

n
ar

d
 C

an
n

ad
y,

 C
on

ra
d

 C
h

ee
k 

Jr
., 

W
al

te
r C

ra
w

le
y,

 L
u

ci
ca

 C
ov

ac
i, 

Lo
u

is
e 

D
av

en
-

p
or

t, 
Ja

m
es

 D
av

is
, B

er
n

ar
d

 D
ea

n
, J

ef
fe

ry
 D

en
n

is
, 

M
u

ri
el

 D
ix

on
, A

lv
in

 D
ix

on
 E

l, 
R

on
al

d
 F

ra
n

kl
in

, 
B

ar
ro

n
 H

al
l, 

D
av

id
 H

ar
ri

s,
 D

w
ig

h
t H

ar
ri

s,
 Jo

h
n

 
H

ar
ri

so
n

, P
at

ri
ci

a 
H

en
ry

, P
h

ill
ip

 H
ow

ar
d

, J
o 

A
n

n
 

Ja
ck

so
n

, M
ic

h
ae

l J
ef

fe
rs

on
, P

at
ri

ci
a 

Je
ff

er
so

n
, 

C
ar

lt
on

 Jo
h

n
so

n
, J

ew
el

l J
oh

n
so

n
, A

lle
n

 Jo
n

es
, 

M
ar

k 
Jo

n
es

, B
re

n
d

a 
K

. L
ee

-W
ils

on
, G

re
go

ry
 

M
ar

ti
n

, L
. M

or
ro

w
, C

h
ar

le
s 

M
ay

fie
ld

, L
ee

 M
ay

se
, 

Je
rm

al
e 

M
cK

n
ig

h
t, 

Je
n

n
ife

r M
cL

au
gh

lin
, J

ef
fe

ry
 

M
cN

ei
l, 

Ti
b

er
iu

 M
ih

ai
, C

h
ar

le
s 

N
el

so
n

, M
oy

o
 

O
n

ib
u

je
, T

h
er

es
e 

O
n

ye
m

en
on

, T
h

om
as

 Q
u

ee
n

, 
Fr

an
k 

R
ed

d
ic

k,
 K

ev
in

 R
ob

in
so

n
, E

d
 R

os
s,

 D
en

-
n

is
 R

u
tl

ed
ge

, G
er

al
d

 S
m

it
h

, P
at

ty
 S

m
it

h
, J

am
es

 
St

ew
ar

t, 
G

ar
y 

St
od

d
ar

d
, I

n
gr

id
 T

h
om

as
, F

ra
n

-
ci

n
e 

Tr
ip

le
tt

, C
ar

l T
u

rn
er

, J
er

ry
 W

., 
M

ar
ti

n
 W

al
ke

r, 
M

ar
y 

W
an

ya
m

a,
 L

aw
le

ss
 W

at
so

n
, I

vo
ry

 W
ils

on

W
A

N
N

A
 H

EL
P

?

If
 y

ou
 a

re
 in

te
re

st
ed

 in
 b

ec
om

in
g 

a 
vo

lu
n

te
er

, 
or

 h
av

e 
a 

gr
ea

t a
rt

ic
le

 o
r 

fe
at

u
re

 id
ea

, p
le

as
e 

co
n

ta
ct

 K
ok

i S
m

it
h

 a
t 2

02
-3

47
-2

00
6 

or
 e

-m
ai

l 
ed

it
or

@
st

re
et

se
n

se
.o

rg
 

If
 y

ou
 a

re
 in

te
re

st
ed

 in
 b

ec
om

in
g 

a 
ve

n
d

or
, 

co
n

ta
ct

 R
en

ee
 R

it
a 

B
ru

n
so

n
 a

t t
h

e 
sa

m
e 

n
u

m
-

be
r 

or
 c

om
e 

to
 a

 v
en

d
or

 tr
ai

n
in

g 
se

ss
io

n
 o

n
 

Tu
es

d
ay

s 
an

d
 T

h
u

rs
d

ay
s 

at
 2

 p
.m

. a
t o

u
r 

of
fi

ce
 

(1
31

7 
G

 S
tr

ee
t, 

N
W

 –
 n

ea
r 

M
et

ro
 C

en
te

r)
.

St
re

et
 S

en
se

 b
eg

an
 in

 A
u

gu
st

 2
00

3 
af

te
r 

tw
o

 v
o

lu
n

te
er

s,
 L

au
ra

 T
h

o
m

p
-

so
n

 O
su

ri
 a

n
d

 T
e

d
 H

e
n

so
n

, 
a

p
-

p
ro

ac
h

ed
 t

h
e 

N
at

io
n

al
 C

o
al

it
io

n
 f

o
r 

th
e 

H
o

m
el

es
s 

o
n

 s
ep

ar
at

e 
o

cc
as

io
n

s 
ab

o
u

t 
st

ar
ti

n
g 

a 
st

re
et

 n
ew

sp
ap

er
 in

 
W

as
h

in
gt

o
n

, D
.C

. 
A

 s
tr

ee
t p

ap
er

 is
 d

ef
in

ed
 a

s 
a 

n
ew

s-
p

ap
er

 a
b

o
u

t 
p

ov
er

ty
, h

o
m

el
es

sn
es

s 
an

d
 o

th
er

 s
o

ci
al

 is
su

es
 t

h
at

 p
ro

vi
d

es
 

an
 in

co
m

e 
to

 th
e 

h
o

m
el

es
s 

in
d

iv
id

u
-

al
s 

w
h

o
 s

el
l i

t.
 A

b
o

u
t 2

5 
st

re
et

 p
ap

er
s 

op
er

at
e 

in
 th

e 
U

n
it

ed
 S

ta
te

s 
an

d
 C

an
-

ad
a 

in
 p

la
ce

s 
li

ke
 S

ea
tt

le
, 

C
h

ic
ag

o,
 

M
o

n
tr

ea
l 

an
d

 B
o

st
o

n
, 

an
d

  d
o

ze
n

s 
m

o
re

 e
xi

st
 th

ro
u

gh
o

u
t t

h
e 

w
o

rl
d

.
A

ft
er

 b
ri

n
gi

n
g 

to
ge

th
er

 a
 c

o
re

 o
f 

d
ed

ic
at

ed
 v

o
lu

n
te

er
s 

an
d

 v
en

d
o

rs
, 

St
re

et
 S

en
se

 c
am

e 
o

u
t 

w
it

h
 i

ts
 f

ir
st

 
is

su
e 

in
 N

o
ve

m
b

er
 2

0
0

3
, 

p
ri

n
ti

n
g 

5,
00

0 
co

p
ie

s.
 F

o
r 

th
e 

n
ex

t t
h

re
e 

ye
ar

s 
th

e 
p

ap
er

 p
u

b
lis

h
ed

 c
on

si
st

en
tl

y 
on

 a
 

m
o

n
th

ly
 b

as
is

 a
n

d
 g

re
at

ly
 e

xp
an

d
ed

 
it

s 
ci

rc
u

la
ti

o
n

 a
n

d
 v

en
d

o
r 

n
et

w
o

rk
. 

Fo
r 

th
e 

fi
rs

t 
ye

ar
, S

tr
ee

t 
Se

n
se

 o
p

-
er

at
ed

 a
s 

a 
p

ro
je

ct
 o

f 
th

e 
N

at
io

n
al

 
C

o
al

it
io

n
 f

o
r 

th
e 

H
o

m
el

es
s,

 b
u

t 
in

 
O

ct
o

b
er

 2
00

4,
 t

h
e 

o
rg

an
iz

at
io

n
 i

n
-

co
rp

o
ra

te
d

 a
n

d
 m

ov
ed

 i
n

to
 i

ts
 o

w
n

 
o

ff
ic

e 
sp

ac
e.

 I
n

 M
ar

ch
 2

00
5,

 S
tr

ee
t 

Se
n

se
 r

ec
ei

ve
d

 5
01

(c
)3

 s
ta

tu
s,

 b
e-

co
m

in
g 

an
 i

n
d

ep
en

d
en

t 
n

o
n

p
ro

fi
t 

o
rg

an
iz

at
io

n
. 

In
 O

ct
o

b
e

r 
2

0
0

5
, 

S
tr

e
e

t 
S

e
n

se
 

fo
rm

ed
 a

 b
o

ar
d

 o
f 

d
ir

ec
to

rs
, a

n
d

 i
n

 
N

ov
em

b
er

,  
th

e 
o

rg
an

iz
at

io
n

 h
ir

ed
 it

s 
fi

rs
t 

em
p

lo
ye

e,
 a

 f
u

ll
-t

im
e 

ex
ec

u
ti

ve
 

d
ir

ec
to

r.
   

 A
 y

ea
r 

la
te

r,
 in

 N
ov

em
b

er
 2

00
6,

 th
e 

o
rg

an
iz

at
io

n
 h

ir
ed

 it
s 

fi
rs

t v
en

d
o

r 
co

-
o

rd
in

at
o

r.
   

 In
 F

eb
ru

ar
y 

20
07

, t
h

e 
p

ap
er

 s
ta

rt
ed

 
p

u
b

lis
h

in
g 

tw
ic

e 
a 

m
o

n
th

 a
s 

th
e 

n
et

-
w

o
rk

 o
f 

ve
n

d
o

rs
 e

xp
an

d
ed

 t
o

 m
o

re
 

th
an

 5
0 

h
o

m
el

es
s 

m
en

 a
n

d
 w

o
m

en
. 

To
 s

u
p

p
or

t t
h

e 
in

cr
ea

se
d

 p
ro

d
u

ct
io

n
,

St
re

et
 S

en
se

 b
ro

u
gh

t 
o

n
 it

s 
fi

rs
t 

fu
ll

-
ti

m
e 

ed
it

o
r 

in
 c

h
ie

f i
n

 A
p

ri
l 2

00
7.

O
u

r 
M

is
si

on
St

re
et

 S
en

se
 a

im
s 

to
 s

er
ve

 a
s 

a 
ve

h
ic

le
 fo

r 
el

ev
at

in
g 

vo
ic

es
 a

n
d

 
p

u
b

lic
 d

eb
at

e 
on

 is
su

es
 re

la
ti

n
g 

to
 p

ov
er

ty
 w

h
ile

 a
ls

o 
cr

ea
ti

n
g 

ec
on

om
ic

 o
p

p
or

tu
n

it
ie

s 
fo

r 
p

eo
p

le
 w

h
o 

ar
e 

ex
p

er
ie

n
ci

n
g 

h
om

el
es

sn
es

s 
in

 o
u

r 
co

m
m

u
n

it
y.

O
u

r 
E

d
it

or
ia

l P
ol

ic
y

Ed
it

or
ia

ls
 a

n
d 

fe
at

u
re

s 
in

 S
tr

ee
t S

en
se

 re
fle

ct
 th

e 
p

er
sp

ec
ti

ve
s 

of
 

th
e 

au
th

or
s.

  W
e 

in
vi

te
 th

e 
su

b
m

is
si

on
 o

f n
ew

s,
 o

p
in

io
n

, f
ic

ti
on

 
an

d
 p

oe
tr

y,
 h

op
in

g 
to

 c
re

at
e 

a 
m

ea
n

s 
in

 w
h

ic
h

 a
 m

u
lt

it
u

d
e 

of
 p

er
sp

ec
ti

ve
s 

on
 p

ov
er

ty
 a

n
d

 h
om

el
es

sn
es

s 
ca

n
 fi

n
d

 
ex

p
re

ss
io

n
. S

tr
ee

t S
en

se
 re

se
rv

es
 th

e 
ri

gh
t t

o 
ed

it
 a

n
y 

m
at

er
ia

l.

 S
tr

ee
t S

en
se

Ve
n

d
o

r 
C

o
d

e 
o

f C
o

n
d

u
ct

1.
   

   
   

St
re

et
 S

en
se

 w
ill

 b
e 

d
is

tr
ib

u
te

d
 fo

r a
 v

ol
u

n
ta

ry
 

d
o

n
at

io
n

 o
f 

$1
. I

 a
gr

ee
 n

o
t 

to
 a

sk
 f

o
r 

m
o

re
 

th
an

 a
 d

o
ll

ar
 o

r 
so

li
ci

t 
d

o
n

at
io

n
s 

fo
r 

St
re

et
 

Se
n

se
 b

y 
an

y 
o

th
er

 m
ea

n
s.

2.
I 

w
il

l o
n

ly
 p

u
rc

h
as

e 
th

e 
p

ap
er

 f
ro

m
 S

tr
ee

t 
Se

n
se

 s
ta

ff
 a

n
d

 w
il

l n
o

t 
se

ll
 p

ap
er

s 
to

 o
th

er
 

ve
n

d
o

rs
 (

o
u

ts
id

e 
o

f t
h

e 
o

ff
ic

e 
vo

lu
n

te
er

s)
.

3.
I 

a
g

re
e 

to
 t

re
a

t 
a

ll
 o

th
er

s 
– 

cu
st

o
m

er
s,

 
st

af
f,

 o
th

er
 v

en
d

o
rs

 –
 r

es
p

ec
tf

u
ll

y,
 a

n
d

 I
 

w
il

l 
n

o
t 

“h
ar

d
 s

el
l,”

 t
h

re
at

en
 o

r 
p

re
ss

u
re

 
cu

st
o

m
er

s.
4.

I 
ag

re
e 

to
 s

ta
y 

o
ff

 p
ri

va
te

 p
ro

p
er

ty
 w

h
en

 
se

lli
n

g
St

re
et

 S
en

se
.

5.
I u

n
d

er
st

an
d

 th
at

 I 
am

 n
o

t a
 le

ga
l e

m
p

lo
ye

e 
o

f 
St

re
et

 S
en

se
 b

u
t 

a
 c

o
n

tr
a

ct
ed

 w
o

rk
er

 
re

sp
o

n
si

b
le

 f
o

r 
m

y 
o

w
n

 w
el

l-
b

ei
n

g 
an

d
 

in
co

m
e.

6.
I 

a
g

re
e

 t
o

 s
e

ll
 n

o
 a

d
d

it
io

n
a

l 
g

o
o

d
s 

o
r 

p
ro

d
u

ct
s 

w
h

en
 s

el
lin

g 
th

e 
p

ap
er

.
7.

I w
ill

 n
ot

 s
el

l S
tr

ee
t S

en
se

 u
n

d
er

 th
e 

in
fl

u
en

ce
 

o
f d

ru
gs

 o
r 

al
co

h
o

l.
8.

T
h

er
e 

ar
e 

n
o

 t
er

ri
to

ri
es

 a
m

o
n

g 
ve

n
d

o
rs

. 
I 

w
il

l 
re

sp
ec

t 
th

e 
sp

ac
e 

o
f 

o
th

er
 v

en
d

o
rs

, 
p

ar
ti

cu
la

rl
y 

th
e 

sp
ac

e 
o

f v
en

d
o

rs
 w

h
o

 h
av

e 
b

ee
n

 a
t a

 s
p

o
t l

o
n

ge
r.

9.
I 

u
n

d
er

st
an

d
 t

h
at

 m
y 

b
ad

ge
 is

 t
h

e 
p

ro
p

er
ty

 
o

f 
St

re
et

 S
en

se
 a

n
d

 w
il

l n
o

t 
d

ef
ac

e 
it

. I
 w

il
l 

p
re

se
n

t 
m

y 
b

ad
ge

 w
h

en
 p

u
rc

h
as

in
g 

th
e 

p
ap

er
s 

an
d

 d
is

p
la

y 
m

y 
b

ad
ge

 w
h

en
 s

el
li

n
g 

p
ap

er
s.

10
.

I u
n

d
er

st
an

d
 th

at
 S

tr
ee

t S
en

se
 s

tr
iv

es
 to

 b
e 

a 
p

ap
er

 th
at

 c
ov

er
s 

h
om

el
es

sn
es

s 
an

d
 p

ov
er

ty
 

is
su

es
 w

h
il

e 
p

ro
vi

d
in

g 
a 

so
u

rc
e 

o
f 

in
co

m
e 

fo
r 

th
e 

h
o

m
el

es
s.

 I
 w

il
l 

tr
y 

to
 h

el
p

 i
n

 t
h

is
 

ef
fo

rt
 a

n
d

 s
p

re
ad

 th
e 

w
o

rd
.

A
nd

 a
 s

pe
ci

al
 t

ha
nk

s 
to

: 
M

ar
ge

ry
 B

ye
rs

, C
hr

is
to

ph
er

 O
ec

hs
li

Au
dr

ey
 a

nd
 J

am
es

 R
oo

ne
y,

 K
at

hl
ee

n 
Ti

lfo
rd



4 
  L

O
C

A
L 

N
EW

S
St

re
et

 S
en

se
  .

  F
eb

ru
ar

y 
20

 –
 M

ar
ch

 4
, 2

00
8

St
re

et
 S

en
se

  .
  F

eb
ru

ar
y 

20
 –

 M
ar

ch
 4

, 2
00

8
LO

C
A

L 
N

EW
S

   
5

B
y 

D
ia

n
e 

R
u

si
gn

ol
a

W
an

d
er

in
g 

d
ow

n
 N

 S
tr

ee
t,

 N
W

 ju
st

 b
el

ow
 

L
o

ga
n

 C
ir

cl
e,

 y
o

u
 p

as
s 

ap
ar

tm
en

t 
b

u
il

d
in

g 
af

te
r 

ap
ar

tm
en

t 
b

u
il

d
in

g 
in

 o
n

e 
o

f 
th

e 
D

is
-

tr
ic

t’s
 n

ic
er

, 
tr

en
d

y 
n

ei
gh

b
o

rh
o

o
d

s.
 Y

o
u

n
g 

p
ro

fe
ss

io
n

al
s 

o
n

 t
h

ei
r 

w
ay

 t
o

 w
o

rk
 o

r 
o

u
t 

w
it

h
 f

ri
en

d
s 

li
tt

er
 t

h
e 

st
re

et
s,

 b
u

n
d

le
d

 u
p

 in
 

th
e 

co
ld

 F
eb

ru
ar

y 
ai

r.
 

A
s 

yo
u

 p
as

s 
b

et
w

ee
n

 V
er

m
o

n
t A

ve
n

u
e 

an
d

 
14

th
 S

tr
ee

t,
 y

o
u

’re
 s

u
re

 to
 n

o
ti

ce
 L

u
th

er
 P

la
ce

 
M

em
o

ri
al

 C
h

u
rc

h
, b

u
t 

ac
ro

ss
 t

h
e 

st
re

et
 fr

o
m

 
th

e 
ch

u
rc

h
, a

 c
oz

y 
co

u
rt

ya
rd

 a
p

p
ea

rs
 to

 fi
t i

n
 

se
am

le
ss

ly
 w

it
h

 th
e 

re
st

 o
f y

ou
r 

su
rr

ou
n

d
in

gs
. 

Yo
u

 m
ig

h
t n

o
t e

ve
n

 n
o

ti
ce

 a
 s

m
al

l s
ig

n
 a

b
ov

e 
th

e 
ga

te
 t

h
at

 r
ea

d
s,

 “
N

 S
tr

ee
t V

il
la

ge
: W

in
n

er
 

o
f T

h
e 

W
as

h
in

gt
o

n
 P

o
st

 2
00

6 
A

w
ar

d
 f

o
r 

E
x-

ce
lle

n
ce

 in
 N

on
p

ro
fi

t M
an

ag
em

en
t.”

 A
 s

h
el

te
r 

– 
in

 L
o

ga
n

 C
ir

cl
e?

 
Ye

s,
 a

n
d

 a
 s

u
cc

es
sf

u
l p

ro
gr

am
, t

o
o,

 in
cl

u
d

-
in

g 
a 

d
ay

 p
ro

gr
am

 a
n

d
 a

 n
ig

h
t s

h
el

te
r,

 r
ec

ov
-

er
in

g 
h

ou
si

n
g,

 p
er

m
an

en
t g

ro
u

p
 h

om
es

, c
as

e 
m

an
ag

em
en

t,
 m

en
ta

l h
ea

lt
h

, r
eh

ab
il

it
at

io
n

, 
an

d
 e

m
p

lo
ym

en
t 

se
rv

ic
es

, 
an

d
 a

 w
el

ln
es

s 
ce

n
te

r.
 “

W
e 

se
rv

e 
w

o
m

en
 w

it
h

 c
o

-o
cc

u
rr

in
g 

ad
d

ic
ti

on
 a

n
d

 m
en

ta
l i

lln
es

s,
” 

sa
ys

 S
ch

ro
ed

er
 

St
ri

b
lin

g,
 d

ir
ec

to
r 

o
f p

ro
gr

am
s 

at
 N

 S
tr

ee
t V

il
-

la
ge

. 
T

h
e 

sh
el

te
r 

w
as

 f
o

u
n

d
ed

 3
5 

ye
ar

s 
ag

o
 b

y 
Lu

th
er

 P
la

ce
 M

em
o

ri
al

 C
h

u
rc

h
, a

n
d

 to
d

ay
 it

s 
fi

ve
 s

to
ri

es
 a

re
 b

u
st

li
n

g 
d

ai
ly

 w
it

h
 a

b
o

u
t 

10
0 

w
o

m
en

 in
 a

ll 
st

ag
es

 o
f r

ec
ov

er
y 

an
d

 e
m

p
ow

-
er

m
en

t,
 p

ai
d

 e
m

p
lo

ye
es

 a
n

d
 m

an
y,

 m
an

y 
vo

l-
u

n
te

er
s 

en
su

ri
n

g 
th

at
 it

 a
ll 

ru
n

s 
sm

o
o

th
ly

. 

“T
h

e 
W

el
ln

es
s 

C
en

te
r 

re
al

ly
 

st
ar

te
d

 w
it

h
 t

h
e 

b
u

il
d

in
g,

 a
b

o
u

t 
1

1
 y

ea
rs

 a
go

,”
 S

tr
ib

li
n

g 
n

o
te

s.
 

A
n

d
 in

 it
s 

11
 y

ea
rs

, t
h

e 
ce

n
te

r 
h

as
 

gr
o

w
n

 t
o

 a
n

 e
xp

an
si

ve
 f

ac
il

it
y 

w
it

h
 a

 $
2 

m
ill

io
n

 a
n

n
u

al
 b

u
d

ge
t,

 
w

it
h

 m
an

y 
se

rv
ic

es
 o

p
en

 t
o

 r
es

i-
d

en
ts

 c
o

m
p

le
te

ly
 fr

ee
 o

f c
h

ar
ge

.
O

p
en

 M
o

n
d

ay
 t

h
ro

u
gh

 F
ri

-
d

a
y 

fr
o

m
 9

 a
.m

. 
u

n
ti

l 
4

 p
.m

.,
 

an
d

 w
it

h
 ju

st
 t

w
o

 p
ai

d
 e

m
p

lo
y-

ee
s 

– 
M

el
b

a 
R

ib
ei

ro
, 

m
an

ag
er

 
o

f 
h

ea
lt

h
 a

n
d

 w
el

ln
es

s 
se

rv
ic

es
, 

an
d

 L
in

d
se

y 
K

el
lm

en
, p

ro
gr

am
 

as
si

st
an

t –
 th

e 
W

el
ln

es
s 

C
en

te
r 

is
 

o
th

er
w

is
e 

co
m

p
le

te
ly

 s
ta

ff
ed

 b
y 

vo
lu

n
te

er
s.

 V
o

lu
n

te
er

 o
p

h
th

al
-

m
o

lo
gi

st
s,

 d
en

ti
st

s,
 c

h
ir

o
p

ra
c-

to
rs

, r
ei

ki
 p

ra
ct

it
io

n
er

s,
 m

as
sa

ge
 t

h
er

ap
is

ts
 

al
l c

o
m

e 
in

to
 th

e 
W

el
ln

es
s 

C
en

te
r,

 lo
ca

te
d

 o
n

 
th

e 
se

co
n

d
 f

lo
o

r 
o

f 
N

 S
tr

ee
t V

il
la

ge
, a

n
d

 s
et

 
u

p
 s

h
o

p
 in

 v
ar

io
u

s 
ex

am
 r

o
o

m
s,

 o
ff

ic
es

, a
n

d
 

n
o

o
ks

 d
es

ig
n

at
ed

 fo
r 

th
em

. 
“W

e 
h

av
e 

m
ed

ic
al

 s
tu

d
en

ts
 f

ro
m

 G
W

 a
n

d
 

re
ik

i 
an

d
 m

as
sa

ge
 t

h
er

ap
is

ts
 f

ro
m

 t
h

e 
P

o
-

to
m

ac
 M

as
sa

ge
 T

ra
in

in
g 

In
st

it
u

te
 c

o
m

e 
in

 
an

d
 v

o
lu

n
te

er
 t

h
ei

r 
se

rv
ic

es
,”

 R
ib

ei
ro

 s
ay

s.
 

“W
e’

re
 v

er
y 

lu
ck

y.
” 

A
n

 a
ve

ra
ge

 o
f 

35
 w

o
m

en
 

p
er

 w
ee

k 
re

ce
iv

e 
ca

re
 f

ro
m

 a
 li

ce
n

se
d

 n
u

rs
e 

fo
r 

ev
er

yt
h

in
g 

fr
o

m
 d

ia
b

et
es

 a
n

d
 h

ep
at

it
is

 to
 

as
th

m
a 

an
d

 g
yn

ec
o

lo
gi

ca
l i

ss
u

es
. 

T
h

e 
w

o
m

en
 c

an
 a

ls
o

 ta
ke

 a
d

va
n

ta
ge

 o
f t

h
e 

W
el

ln
es

s 
C

en
te

r’s
 m

o
n

th
ly

 c
al

en
d

ar
 o

f 
to

ta
l 

b
od

y 
w

el
ln

es
s 

ev
en

ts
, w

h
ic

h
 in

cl
u

d
es

 s
es

si
on

s 

th
at

 p
ro

m
o

te
 c

re
at

iv
it

y 
(p

o
et

ry
, m

u
si

c,
 A

rt
 fo

r 
th

e 
P

eo
p

le
, k

n
it

ti
n

g 
ci

rc
le

),
 e

xe
rc

is
e 

(f
it

 c
lu

b,
 

yo
ga

, d
an

ce
, t

ai
 c

h
i, 

ae
ro

b
ic

s)
, a

n
d

 c
o

n
ti

n
u

ed
 

ed
u

ca
ti

on
 (h

ea
lt

h
y 

liv
in

g,
 fi

n
an

ci
al

 e
m

p
ow

er
-

m
en

t,
 a

n
ge

r 
m

an
ag

em
en

t,
 w

o
m

en
’s

 h
ea

lt
h

, 
re

la
xa

ti
o

n
, c

h
an

ge
 a

n
d

 e
m

p
ow

er
m

en
t)

. T
h

e 
ce

n
te

r 
ev

en
 fe

at
u

re
s 

a 
m

ed
it

at
io

n
 c

la
ss

, c
o

n
-

d
u

ct
ed

 r
eg

u
la

rl
y 

b
y 

A
n

i (
w

h
ic

h
 is

 T
ib

et
an

 fo
r 

“s
is

te
r”

) T
en

zi
n

 L
h

am
o,

 w
h

o
 h

as
 b

ee
n

 w
o

rk
-

in
g 

w
it

h
 th

e 
N

 S
tr

ee
t V

ill
ag

e 
fo

r 
ab

o
u

t a
 y

ea
r.

 
T

h
e 

W
el

ln
es

s 
C

en
te

r 
is

 o
p

en
 t

o
 a

ll
 r

es
i-

d
en

ts
 o

f N
 S

tr
ee

t V
ill

ag
e 

in
 t

h
ei

r 
m

an
y 

st
ag

es
 

o
f h

ea
lin

g 
an

d
 g

ro
w

th
. 

Fo
r 

m
o

re
 in

fo
rm

at
io

n
, v

is
it

 w
w

w
.n

st
re

et
-

vi
ll

ag
e.

o
rg

; o
r 

to
 v

o
lu

n
te

er
, c

o
n

ta
ct

 K
je

rs
te

n
 

P
ri

d
d

y
at

 k
p

ri
d

d
y@

n
st

re
et

vi
lla

ge
.o

rg
.

B
y 

R
ob

er
t B

la
ir

T
h

e 
U

n
it

ed
 S

ta
te

s 
In

te
ra

ge
n

cy
 C

o
u

n
ci

l 
o

n
 H

o
m

el
es

sn
es

s 
is

 a
n

 in
d

ep
en

d
en

t 
ag

en
cy

 
co

m
p

o
se

d
 o

f 
20

 f
ed

er
al

 d
ep

ar
tm

en
ts

 a
n

d
 

ag
en

ci
es

 w
o

rk
in

g 
to

ge
th

er
 t

o
 d

ev
el

o
p

 t
h

e 
fe

d
er

al
 r

es
p

o
n

se
 t

o
 h

o
m

el
es

sn
es

s.
 H

ow
ev

er
, 

th
e 

ag
en

cy
’s

 c
u

rr
en

t e
m

p
lo

ym
en

t l
ev

el
 is

 o
n

ly
 

si
x 

fu
ll-

ti
m

e 
st

af
f,

 a
n

d
 it

s 
b

u
d

ge
t 

au
th

o
ri

ty
 is

 
$2

 m
il

li
o

n
. W

it
h

 s
u

ch
 li

m
it

ed
 r

es
o

u
rc

es
 a

n
d

 
su

ch
 b

ro
ad

 r
es

p
o

n
si

b
il

it
ie

s,
 i

t 
w

o
u

ld
 s

ee
m

 
li

ke
ly

 t
h

at
 U

SI
C

H
’s

 r
ea

ch
 g

re
at

ly
 e

xc
ee

d
s 

it
s 

gr
as

p.
H

ow
ev

er
, U

SI
C

H
 e

xe
cu

ti
ve

 d
ir

ec
to

r 
P

h
ili

p
 

M
an

ga
n

o
 w

o
u

ld
 d

is
ag

re
e.

 H
e 

p
re

se
n

ts
 h

is
 

ag
en

cy
’s

 r
o

le
 in

 a
 p

er
sp

ec
ti

ve
 d

ef
in

ed
 le

ss
 b

y 
si

ze
, d

o
lla

rs
 a

n
d

 a
u

th
o

ri
ty

 t
h

an
 b

y 
vi

si
o

n
, r

e-
se

ar
ch

, a
n

d
 p

ol
ic

y 
in

n
ov

at
io

n
. “

O
u

r 
m

is
si

on
,”

 
h

e 
sa

id
, “

re
la

te
s 

d
ir

ec
tl

y 
to

 o
u

r 
cl

ie
n

ts
, t

h
e 

h
o

m
el

es
s.

 W
e 

w
o

rk
 c

lo
se

ly
 w

it
h

 e
ve

ry
 le

ve
l o

f 
go

ve
rn

m
en

t 
an

d
 w

it
h

 t
h

e 
p

ri
va

te
 s

ec
to

r,
 b

u
t 

o
u

r 
o

ri
en

ta
ti

o
n

 is
 t

ow
ar

d
 t

h
e 

h
o

m
el

es
s 

– 
to

-
w

ar
d

 e
n

d
in

g 
h

o
m

el
es

sn
es

s.
” 

M
an

ga
n

o
 d

es
cr

ib
ed

 th
e 

C
o

u
n

ci
l’s

 p
ri

m
ar

y 
go

al
 a

s 
h

el
p

in
g 

go
ve

rn
m

en
t,

 th
e 

p
ri

va
te

 s
ec

to
r 

an
d

 lo
ca

l c
o

m
m

u
n

it
ie

s 
re

sp
o

n
d

 to
 w

h
at

 th
ei

r 
h

om
el

es
s 

n
ei

gh
b

or
s 

m
os

t w
an

t.
 A

n
d

 w
h

at
 th

e 
h

o
m

el
es

s 
w

an
t,

 h
e 

in
si

st
ed

 –
 c

it
in

g 
28

 y
ea

rs
 

o
f w

o
rk

 w
it

h
 h

o
m

el
es

s 
m

en
 a

n
d

 w
o

m
en

 –
 is

 
h

o
u

si
n

g.
 “

N
o

t a
 p

ill
, p

ro
gr

am
 o

r 
p

ro
to

co
l, 

b
u

t 
a 

p
la

ce
. T

h
ey

 a
sk

 fo
r 

a 
p

la
ce

 t
o

 li
ve

; n
o

t 
to

 b
e 

se
rv

ic
ed

 e
n

d
le

ss
ly

.”
 

In
 2

00
2,

 w
h

en
 P

re
si

d
en

t 
B

u
sh

 a
p

p
o

in
te

d
 

M
an

ga
n

o
 t

o
 h

ea
d

 t
h

e 
th

en
 la

rg
el

y 
d

o
rm

an
t 

U
SI

C
H

, t
h

e 
im

m
ed

ia
te

 c
h

al
le

n
ge

 w
as

 t
o

 r
e-

ev
al

u
at

e 
th

e 
ag

en
cy

 u
si

n
g 

a 
 a

 t
w

o
-p

ar
t 

as
-

se
ss

m
en

t.
Fi

rs
t,

 if
 g

o
o

d
 in

te
n

ti
o

n
s 

an
d

 w
el

l-
m

ea
n

in
g 

se
rv

ic
e 

p
ro

gr
am

s 
w

er
e 

en
o

u
gh

, t
h

e 
p

ro
b

le
m

 
w

o
u

ld
 a

lr
ea

d
y 

h
av

e 
b

ee
n

 s
o

lv
ed

. 
E

xi
st

in
g 

p
o

li
ci

es
 a

n
d

 p
ro

gr
am

s 
o

n
ly

 a
cc

o
m

m
o

d
at

ed
 

th
e 

gr
ow

th
 o

f 
h

o
m

el
es

sn
es

s.
 A

n
 a

b
o

li
ti

o
n

is
t 

st
ra

te
gy

 w
as

 r
eq

u
ir

ed
 to

 e
n

d
 it

. 
Se

co
n

d
, e

xp
er

ie
n

ce
 s

h
o

w
ed

 t
h

at
 n

o
 o

n
e 

le
ve

l o
f 

go
ve

rn
m

en
t 

o
r 

p
ri

va
te

 s
ec

to
r 

ef
fo

rt
 

co
u

ld
 a

cc
o

m
p

li
sh

 t
h

e 
jo

b
 a

lo
n

e.
 A

 b
ro

ad
 

p
ar

tn
er

sh
ip

 i
n

co
rp

o
ra

ti
n

g 
al

l l
ev

el
s 

o
f 

go
v-

er
n

m
en

t,
 p

h
il

an
th

ro
p

ic
 o

rg
an

iz
at

io
n

s 
an

d
 

th
e 

b
u

si
n

es
s 

co
m

m
u

n
it

y 
w

o
u

ld
 b

e 
n

ee
d

ed
. 

U
SI

C
H

 w
ou

ld
 h

av
e 

to
 d

ev
el

op
 a

n
d

 h
el

p
 m

ai
n

-
ta

in
 th

at
 n

et
w

or
k 

in
 w

ay
s 

w
h

ic
h

 a
d

va
n

ce
d

 th
e 

n
ew

 s
tr

at
eg

y.
M

an
ga

n
o

 s
u

p
p

o
rt

s 
w

h
at

 a
re

 k
n

o
w

n
 a

s 
“r

ap
id

 r
e-

h
o

u
si

n
g”

 e
ff

o
rt

s,
 w

h
ic

h
 t

yp
ic

al
ly

 
in

cl
u

d
e 

as
si

st
in

g 
cl

ie
n

ts
 w

it
h

 t
h

e 
se

ar
ch

 f
o

r 
ap

p
ro

p
ri

at
e 

h
o

u
si

n
g,

 o
u

tr
ea

ch
 t

o
 la

n
d

lo
rd

s,
 

in
ce

n
ti

ve
s 

to
 e

n
co

u
ra

ge
 r

en
ti

n
g 

to
 th

e 
h

o
m

e-
le

ss
, a

ss
is

ta
n

ce
 w

it
h

 la
n

d
lo

rd
/t

en
an

t 
is

su
es

 
th

at
 m

ay
 a

ri
se

, c
oo

rd
in

at
io

n
 w

it
h

 s
er

vi
ce

 p
ro

-
vi

d
er

s 
o

n
ce

 th
e 

cl
ie

n
t i

s 
p

er
m

an
en

tl
y 

h
o

u
se

d
 

an
d

 p
er

io
d

ic
 fo

llo
w

-u
p

 v
is

it
s.

M
an

ga
n

o 
al

so
 e

m
p

h
as

iz
ed

 h
is

 p
oi

n
t b

y 
ci

t-
in

g 
th

e 
ec

o
n

o
m

ic
 c

o
st

s 
o

f h
o

m
el

es
sn

es
s.

 
“R

e
ce

n
t 

co
st

 s
tu

d
ie

s,
” 

M
a

n
g

a
n

o
 s

a
id

, 
“d

em
o

n
st

ra
te

 th
at

 th
e 

st
at

u
s 

q
u

o
 r

es
p

o
n

se
 to

 
h

o
m

el
es

sn
es

s 
[r

el
ia

n
ce

 o
n

 e
m

er
ge

n
cy

 s
h

el
-

te
rs

 a
n

d
 s

o
ci

al
 s

er
vi

ce
s]

 i
s 

m
o

re
 e

xp
en

si
ve

 
an

d
 le

ss
 e

ff
ec

ti
ve

 th
an

 h
o

u
si

n
g 

p
lu

s 
su

p
p

o
rt

-
iv

e 
se

rv
ic

es
.”

 
M

an
ga

n
o

 c
it

ed
 r

es
ea

rc
h

 s
tu

d
ie

s 
d

o
n

e 
in

 
Se

at
tl

e,
 D

en
ve

r,
 R

en
o,

 S
an

 D
ie

go
 a

n
d

 e
ls

e-
w

h
er

e 
th

at
 h

e 
sa

id
 c

o
n

cl
u

si
ve

ly
 s

h
o

w
 t

h
at

 
si

gn
if

ic
an

t 
sa

vi
n

gs
 c

an
 b

e 
re

al
iz

ed
 b

y 
ad

o
p

t-
in

g 
a 

ra
p

id
 r

e-
h

o
u

si
n

g 
m

o
d

el
. I

n
d

ee
d

, i
n

 h
is

 
es

ti
m

at
io

n
, s

u
ch

 s
tu

d
ie

s 
ar

e 
al

re
ad

y 
h

av
in

g 
an

 e
ff

ec
t.

 “
C

o
st

s 
d

ri
ve

 p
o

li
ti

ca
l w

il
l i

n
 a

n
 u

n
-

p
re

ce
d

en
te

d
 w

ay
,”

 h
e 

sa
id

.
T

h
e 

C
o

u
n

ci
l u

se
s 

it
s 

W
eb

 s
it

e 
(w

w
w

.u
si

ch
.

go
v)

, w
ee

kl
y 

el
ec

tr
o

n
ic

 n
ew

sl
et

te
rs

, r
eg

io
n

al
 

co
n

fe
re

n
ce

s 
an

d
 lo

ca
l v

is
it

s 
to

 d
is

se
m

in
at

e 
n

ew
 r

es
ea

rc
h

 fi
n

d
in

gs
, c

o
st

 s
tu

d
ie

s 
an

d
 p

ro
-

gr
am

 i
n

n
o

va
ti

o
n

s 
to

 t
h

e 
32

5 
co

m
m

u
n

it
ie

s 
an

d
 4

9 
st

at
es

 w
it

h
in

 U
SI

C
H

’s
 n

et
w

o
rk

.
P

ro
m

ot
io

n
 o

f e
m

p
ir

ic
al

 re
se

ar
ch

 a
n

d
 d

if
fu

-
si

on
 o

f i
n

n
ov

at
iv

e 
p

ro
gr

am
 id

ea
s 

fi
ts

 p
re

ci
se

ly
 

w
it

h
 t

h
e 

C
o

u
n

ci
l’s

 e
ff

o
rt

s 
to

 e
n

co
u

ra
ge

 c
it

ie
s 

an
d

 c
ou

n
ti

es
 to

 a
d

op
t l

oc
al

 1
0-

ye
ar

 p
la

n
s 

th
at

 
in

co
rp

o
ra

te
 v

is
ib

le
, q

u
an

ti
fi

ab
le

 m
ea

su
re

s 
o

f 
ch

an
ge

. 
Lo

n
g-

te
rm

 p
la

n
n

in
g 

ef
fo

rt
s,

 M
an

ga
n

o 
sa

id
, 

h
el

p
 c

o
m

m
u

n
it

ie
s 

“o
ve

rc
o

m
e 

th
e 

co
m

m
o

n
 

as
su

m
p

ti
o

n
 t

h
at

 h
o

m
el

es
sn

es
s 

is
 a

n
 in

tr
ac

-
ta

b
le

 p
ar

t 
o

f 
th

e 
lo

ca
l l

an
d

sc
ap

e.
” 

Te
n

-y
ea

r 
p

la
n

s,
 h

e 
is

 q
u

ic
k 

to
 a

d
d

, s
h

o
u

ld
 b

e 
“l

iv
in

g 
d

o
cu

m
en

ts
.”

 O
n

go
in

g 
re

vi
ew

, r
ev

is
io

n
, a

n
d

 
re

ad
ju

st
m

en
t 

ar
e 

vi
ta

l t
o

 e
ff

ec
ti

ve
 p

la
n

n
in

g.
 

“T
h

e 
p

la
n

s 
sh

o
u

ld
 b

e 
ke

p
t i

n
 lo

o
se

 le
af

 b
in

d
-

er
s,

” 
h

e 
sa

id
, “

an
d

 w
h

at
ev

er
 d

o
es

n
’t

 w
o

rk
 

sh
o

u
ld

 b
e 

ch
an

ge
d

.”
 

Fu
rt

h
er

, a
cc

or
d

in
g 

to
 M

an
ga

n
o,

 th
e 

ad
m

in
-

is
tr

at
io

n’
s 

fe
d

er
al

 m
an

ag
em

en
t 

ag
en

d
a 

ca
n

 
b

e 
d

ir
ec

tl
y 

ap
p

li
ed

 t
o

 e
n

d
in

g 
h

o
m

el
es

sn
es

s.
 

Fo
r 

ex
am

p
le

, n
ew

 e
xp

ec
ta

ti
o

n
s 

an
d

 c
le

ar
er

 
st

an
d

ar
d

s 
ca

n
 b

e 
p

ro
d

u
ce

d
 b

y 
co

n
si

d
er

in
g 

th
e 

re
so

u
rc

es
 d

ev
o

te
d

 t
o

 h
o

m
el

es
sn

es
s 

as
 

in
ve

st
m

en
ts

 in
 e

n
d

in
g 

h
o

m
el

es
sn

es
s 

ra
th

er
 

th
an

 a
s 

fu
n

d
in

g 
to

 a
d

d
re

ss
 it

. “
Yo

u
 th

en
 h

av
e 

to
 a

sk
,”

 h
e 

sa
id

, “
w

h
at

’s
 th

e 
re

tu
rn

 o
n

 th
at

 in
-

ve
st

m
en

t?
” 

A
 r

e
tu

rn
-o

n
-i

n
ve

st
m

e
n

t 
p

e
rs

p
e

ct
iv

e,
 

in
 t

u
rn

, l
ea

d
s 

p
o

li
cy

 m
ak

er
s 

to
 r

el
y 

le
ss

 o
n

 
co

n
je

ct
u

re
 a

b
o

u
t 

w
h

at
 m

ay
 w

o
rk

, a
n

d
 s

p
u

rs
 

gr
ea

te
r 

em
p

h
as

is
 o

n
 d

at
a-

d
ri

ve
n

 r
es

ea
rc

h
, 

p
er

fo
rm

an
ce

-b
as

ed
 g

o
al

s,
 a

n
d

 r
es

u
lt

s-
o

ri
-

en
te

d
 p

ro
gr

am
s.

 
O

n
e 

ex
am

p
le

 M
an

ga
n

o
 c

it
ed

 i
s 

th
e 

im
-

p
o

rt
an

ce
 o

f 
H

U
D

’s
 r

eq
u

ir
ed

 p
o

in
t-

in
-t

im
e 

en
u

m
er

at
io

n
s 

o
f 

th
e 

si
ze

 o
f 

lo
ca

l h
o

m
el

es
s 

p
o

p
u

la
ti

o
n

s 
an

d
 th

ei
r 

d
em

o
gr

ap
h

ic
 m

ak
eu

p.
 

T
h

at
 d

at
a,

 h
e 

sa
id

, h
el

p
s 

es
ta

b
li

sh
 a

 b
as

el
in

e 
fo

r 
d

et
er

m
in

in
g 

w
h

ic
h

 p
ol

ic
ie

s 
an

d
 p

ro
gr

am
s 

ac
h

ie
ve

 th
e 

b
es

t r
es

u
lt

s,
 a

n
d

 w
h

ic
h

 e
m

er
gi

n
g 

in
n

ov
at

io
n

s 
sh

ow
 th

e 
m

o
st

 p
ro

m
is

e.
M

an
ga

n
o 

p
oi

n
te

d
 o

u
t t

h
at

, i
n

 H
U

D
’s

 re
ce

n
t 

re
p

o
rt

 o
n

 th
e 

u
se

 o
f H

o
u

si
n

g 
Fi

rs
t m

o
d

el
s 

fo
r 

h
o

m
el

es
s 

in
d

iv
id

u
al

s 
w

it
h

 s
er

io
u

s 
m

en
ta

l i
ll-

n
es

s,
 th

e 
84

%
 r

at
e 

of
 re

te
n

ti
on

 fo
r 

n
ew

 c
lie

n
ts

 
w

as
 im

p
re

ss
iv

e 
ev

id
en

ce
 o

f 
su

cc
es

s.
 E

ve
n

 if
 

th
er

e 
w

as
 li

tt
le

 in
it

ia
l i

m
p

ro
ve

m
en

t 
in

 s
o

b
ri

-
et

y 
o

r 
em

p
lo

ym
en

t,
 t

h
e 

st
ab

il
it

y 
o

f 
h

o
u

si
n

g 
af

te
r 

12
 m

on
th

s 
w

as
 a

 m
aj

or
 a

cc
om

p
lis

h
m

en
t 

an
d

 s
tr

o
n

g 
st

ar
t,

 h
e 

sa
id

.

W
el

ln
es

s 
C

en
te

r 
is

 th
e 

H
ea

rt
 o

f N
 S

tr
ee

t V
il

la
ge

Ar
t b

y 
fo

rm
er

 re
si

de
nt

s 
of

 N
 S

tr
ee

t V
ill

ag
e 

de
co

ra
te

s 
th

e 
W

el
ln

es
s 

Ce
nt

er
.

DIANE RUSIGNOLA/STREET SENSE
Fo

un
dr

y 
U

ni
te

d 
M

et
ho

di
st

 C
hu

rc
h

A
 R

ec
o

n
ci

li
n

g
C

o
n

g
re

g
a

ti
o

n

In
vi

te
s 

yo
u

 t
o 

jo
in

 u
s 

in
w

or
sh

ip
 o

n
 S

u
n

d
ay

s 
at

 9
:3

0
 a

n
d

 1
1:

0
0

 A
M

Si
gn

 I
n

te
rp

re
ta

ti
on

 a
t 

11
:0

0
 

H
om

el
es

s 
O

u
tr

ea
ch

H
os

p
it

al
it

y 
F

ri
d

ay
s 

9
 A

M

Fo
un

dr
y 

U
ni

te
d 

M
et

ho
di

st
 C

hu
rc

h
15

0
0

 1
6

th
 S

tr
e

e
t,

 N
W

W
a

sh
in

g
to

n
, 

D
C

  2
0

0
3

6
(2

0
2

) 
3

3
2

-4
0

10
w

w
w

.f
o

u
n

d
ry

u
m

c.
o

rg

fr
es

hs
ta

rt
@

dc
ce

nt
ra

lk
it

ch
en

.o
rg

20
2-

23
4-

07
07

M
en

ti
on

 t
hi

s 
ad

 a
nd

 r
ec

ei
ve

 a
 d

oz
en

 f
re

e 
le

m
on

 b
ar

s!

Co
nt

in
en

ta
l B

re
ak

fa
st

s
Lu

nc
he

s
H

ot
 B

uf
fe

ts
Pl

at
ed

 D
in

ne
rs

Co
ck

ta
il 

Re
ce

pt
io

ns
W

ed
di

ng
s 

Ba
r/

Ba
t 

M
it

zv
ah

s
Fu

nd
ra

is
er

s

• • • • • • • •

W
he

n 
yo

u 
us

e 
Fr

es
h 

St
ar

t,
 

yo
u 

he
lp

 
em

po
w

er
 

pe
op

le
.  

D
C 

Ce
nt

ra
l 

Ki
tc

he
n 

tr
ai

ns
 f

or
m

er
ly

 u
ne

m
pl

oy
ed

 m
en

 a
nd

 
w

om
en

 f
or

 c
ar

ee
rs

 i
n 

th
e 

cu
lin

ar
y 

in
du

st
ry

. 
 F

re
sh

 S
ta

rt
 

hi
re

s 
gr

ad
ua

te
s 

of
 t

he
 C

ul
in

ar
y 

Jo
b 

Tr
ai

ni
ng

 p
ro

gr
am

 a
nd

 
gi

ve
s 

th
em

 t
he

 c
ha

nc
e 

to
 s

ho
w

 t
he

ir
 s

ki
lls

. 
 O

ur
 r

ev
en

ue
 

su
pp

or
ts

 o
ur

 m
is

si
on

 t
o 

tr
ai

n 
ev

en
 m

or
e 

pe
op

le
 f

or
 s

uc
ce

ss
.  

By
 u

si
ng

 F
re

sh
 S

ta
rt

, 
yo

u 
no

t 
on

ly
 s

er
ve

 g
re

at
 f

oo
d,

 y
ou

 
se

rv
e 

yo
ur

 c
om

m
un

it
y.

U
SI

C
H

: C
os

t S
tu

d
ie

s 
Su

p
p

or
t R

ap
id

 R
e-

H
ou

si
n

g 
St

ra
te

gy

Si
gn

 u
p 

fo
r 

th
e 

St
re

et
 S

en
se

 
e-

m
ai

l n
ew

sl
et

te
r!

W
e’

ll 
de

liv
er

 o
ur

 t
op

 s
to

ri
es

 
to

 y
ou

r 
in

bo
x.

 Y
ou

 c
an

 u
ns

ub
sc

ri
be

 
at

 a
ny

 t
im

e.

Vi
si

t 
w

w
w

.s
tr

ee
ts

en
se

.o
rg

 
to

 jo
in

 o
ur

 li
st

.



St
re

et
 S

en
se

  .
  F

eb
ru

ar
y 

20
 –

 M
ar

ch
 4

, 2
00

8
St

re
et

 S
en

se
  .

  F
eb

ru
ar

y 
20

 –
 M

ar
ch

 4
, 2

00
8

B
y 

St
re

et
 S

en
se

 s
ta

ff

O
n

 F
eb

. 
4,

 2
00

8,
 P

re
si

d
en

t 
B

u
sh

 a
n

-
n

o
u

n
ce

d
 h

is
 p

ro
p

o
se

d
 b

u
d

ge
t 

fo
r 

F
is

ca
l 

Ye
ar

 2
00

9,
 w

h
ic

h
, i

f 
ad

o
p

te
d

, c
o

u
ld

 le
ad

 
to

 s
ig

n
if

ic
an

t 
fu

n
d

in
g 

cu
ts

 a
t 

so
m

e 
p

ro
-

gr
am

s 
d

es
ig

n
ed

 t
o

 h
el

p
 h

o
m

el
es

s 
an

d
 

lo
w

-i
n

co
m

e 
m

en
 a

n
d

 w
o

m
en

.
T

h
e 

$3
 t

ri
ll

io
n

 p
la

n
 o

u
tl

in
es

 h
ow

 t
h

e 
p

re
si

d
en

t 
w

o
u

ld
 l

ik
e 

to
 s

ee
 m

o
n

ey
 d

i-
vi

d
ed

 t
o

 o
p

er
at

e 
al

l a
re

as
 o

f 
th

e 
fe

d
er

al
 

go
ve

rn
m

en
t 

an
d

 g
ov

er
n

m
en

t-
sp

o
n

so
re

d
 

p
ro

gr
am

s.
 

T
h

e 
p

re
si

d
en

t’s
 b

u
d

ge
t 

is
 n

o
t 

a 
la

w
. I

t 
is

 a
 s

u
gg

es
ti

o
n

 th
at

 m
em

b
er

s 
o

f C
o

n
gr

es
s 

m
ay

 u
se

 w
h

en
 d

ec
id

in
g 

h
ow

 to
 d

is
tr

ib
u

te
 

fe
d

er
al

 g
ov

er
n

m
en

t m
on

ey
 th

ro
u

gh
 a

 p
ro

-
ce

ss
 k

n
ow

n
 a

s 
“a

p
p

ro
p

ri
at

io
n

s.
”

B
el

ow
 is

 a
 lo

o
k 

at
 h

ow
 a

 fe
w

 o
f t

h
e 

cu
ts

 
in

 B
u

sh
’s

 b
u

d
ge

t r
ec

om
m

en
d

at
io

n
s 

co
u

ld
 

af
fe

ct
 m

o
re

 t
h

an
 1

09
,0

00
 p

eo
p

le
 li

vi
n

g 
in

 
p

ov
er

ty
 in

 W
as

h
in

gt
o

n
, D

.C
.

Th
e 

Em
er

ge
nc

y 
Fo

od
 a

nd
 S

he
lt

er
 p

ro
-

gr
am

: B
u

sh
 p

ro
p

o
se

d
 c

u
tt

in
g 

$5
3 

m
il

-
li

o
n

, o
r 

a 
li

tt
le

 m
o

re
 t

h
an

 a
 t

h
ir

d
 o

f 
th

e 
fu

n
d

in
g 

o
f 

th
e 

Fe
d

er
al

 E
m

er
ge

n
cy

 M
an

-
ag

em
en

t 
A

ge
n

cy
’s

 E
m

er
ge

n
cy

 F
o

o
d

 a
n

d
 

Sh
el

te
r 

p
ro

gr
am

. T
h

at
 p

ro
gr

am
 p

ro
vi

d
es

 
sh

el
te

r,
 e

vi
ct

io
n

 p
re

ve
n

ti
o

n
 a

n
d

 fo
o

d
 a

s-
si

st
an

ce
 to

 h
o

m
el

es
s 

p
eo

p
le

 in
 c

as
e 

o
f a

n
 

em
er

ge
n

cy
.

Th
e 

Lo
w

-I
nc

om
e 

H
om

e 
E

ne
rg

y 
A

ss
is

-
ta

nc
e 

P
ro

gr
am

 (L
IH

EA
P

): 
In

 th
e 

p
re

si
d

en
t’s

 
b

u
d

ge
t,

 f
u

n
d

in
g 

fo
r 

L
IH

E
A

P
 w

o
u

ld
 b

e 
cu

t b
y 

$5
70

 m
ill

io
n

, a
 2

2%
 d

ro
p

 fr
o

m
 la

st
 

ye
ar

’s
 le

ve
ls

.
LI

H
E

A
P

 p
ro

vi
d

es
 m

on
ey

 to
 lo

w
-i

n
co

m
e 

h
o

m
eo

w
n

er
s 

to
 h

el
p

 t
h

em
 p

ay
 fo

r 
h

o
m

e 
h

ea
ti

n
g 

an
d

 c
o

o
lin

g 
co

st
s.

S
ub

st
an

ce
 a

bu
se

 a
nd

 m
en

ta
l 

he
al

th
 

se
rv

ic
es

: 
T

h
e 

p
re

si
d

en
t’

s 
20

09
 b

u
d

ge
t 

p
ro

p
o

se
d

 c
u

tt
in

g 
$1

9 
m

il
li

o
n

 fr
o

m
 m

en
-

ta
l h

ea
lt

h
 a

n
d

 s
u

b
st

an
ce

-a
b

u
se

 tr
ea

tm
en

t 
an

d
 p

re
ve

n
ti

o
n

 p
ro

gr
am

s.
 

H
ou

si
ng

 fo
r 

th
e 

el
de

rl
y 

an
d 

fo
r 

pe
rs

on
s 

w
it

h 
di

sa
bi

lit
ie

s:
 T

h
es

e 
p

ro
gr

am
s,

 w
h

ic
h

 
p

ro
vi

d
e 

ve
ry

 l
o

w
-i

n
co

m
e 

se
n

io
rs

 a
n

d
 

p
er

so
n

s 
w

it
h

 d
is

ab
il

it
ie

s 
w

it
h

 h
o

u
si

n
g 

an
d

 o
th

er
 o

p
p

or
tu

n
it

ie
s,

 w
ou

ld
 lo

se
 m

or
e 

th
an

$2
70

 m
il

li
o

n
 u

n
d

er
 t

h
e 

p
re

si
d

en
t’s

 
p

ro
p

o
se

d
 b

u
d

ge
t.

Jo
b 

tr
ai

ni
ng

: 
T

h
e 

p
re

si
d

en
t’s

 b
u

d
ge

t 
p

ro
p

o
se

d
 c

u
tt

in
g 

fu
n

d
in

g 
fo

r 
em

p
lo

y-
m

en
t 

an
d

 c
ar

ee
r 

ce
n

te
rs

 f
ro

m
 $

82
0 

m
il

-
li

o
n

 i
n

 2
00

7 
to

 ju
st

 $
69

 m
il

li
o

n
 i

n
 2

00
9.

 
T

h
e 

b
u

d
ge

t a
ls

o 
w

ou
ld

 re
d

u
ce

 fu
n

d
in

g 
fo

r 
jo

b
-t

ra
in

in
g 

an
d

 e
m

p
lo

ym
en

t s
er

vi
ce

s.
M

ed
ic

ai
d:

 U
n

d
er

 t
h

e 
p

ro
p

o
se

d
 b

u
d

-
ge

t,
M

ed
ic

ai
d

 w
o

u
ld

 b
e 

cu
t b

y 
$1

4 
b

ill
io

n
 

ov
er

 fi
ve

 y
ea

rs
. T

h
is

 la
ck

 o
f f

u
n

d
in

g 
co

u
ld

 
af

fe
ct

 1
47

,0
00

 D
.C

. r
es

id
en

ts
 e

n
ro

ll
ed

 in
 

M
ed

ic
ai

d
.

H
ou

si
ng

 p
ro

gr
am

s:
 T

h
e 

p
re

si
d

en
t’s

 b
u

d
-

ge
t p

ro
p

os
es

 c
u

tt
in

g 
p

u
b

lic
 h

ou
si

n
g 

fu
n

d
s 

b
y 

$4
15

 m
ill

io
n

 fr
o

m
 la

st
 y

ea
r’s

 le
ve

ls
, i

n
-

cl
u

d
in

g 
$4

.1
 m

il
li

o
n

 f
ro

m
 W

as
h

in
gt

o
n

, 
D

.C
. t

o
 h

el
p

 r
es

id
en

ts
 a

vo
id

 h
o

m
el

es
s-

n
es

s.
 B

u
sh

 a
ls

o
 p

ro
p

o
se

d
 a

 c
u

t 
in

 t
h

e 
U

.S
. D

ep
ar

tm
en

t 
o

f 
H

o
u

si
n

g 
an

d
 U

rb
an

 
D

ev
el

o
p

m
en

t’s
 v

er
y 

lo
w

-i
n

co
m

e 
h

o
u

s-
in

g 
p

ro
gr

am
 (

kn
ow

n
 a

s 
Se

ct
io

n
 8

) 
w

h
ic

h
 

co
u

ld
 r

es
u

lt
 i

n
 9

00
 f

am
il

ie
s 

lo
si

n
g 

th
ei

r 
h

o
m

es
 in

 W
as

h
in

gt
o

n
, D

.C
.

C
om

m
un

it
y 

S
er

vi
ce

s 
B

lo
ck

 G
ra

nt
 p

ro
-

gr
am

: B
u

sh
’s

 b
u

d
ge

t 
el

im
in

at
es

 C
o

m
m

u
-

n
it

y 
Se

rv
ic

es
 B

lo
ck

 G
ra

n
ts

 w
h

ic
h

 p
ro

vi
d

e 
fu

n
d

in
g 

fo
r 

st
at

e 
an

d
 lo

ca
l e

d
u

ca
ti

on
, e

m
-

p
lo

ym
en

t,
 h

o
u

si
n

g 
an

d
 h

ea
lt

h
 p

ro
gr

am
s.

 

O
N

 T
H

E 
H

IL
L

M
ill

io
n

s 
in

 C
u

ts
 to

 A
id

 P
ar

t 
of

 P
re

si
d

en
t’s

 B
u

d
ge

t P
la

n
 

N
A

TI
O

N
A

L 
N

EW
S

  
7

 6
   

P
O

LI
TI

C
S

IN
TE

R
V

IE
W

St
re

et
P

o
li

ti
cs

B
y 

D
av

id
 S

. H
am

m
on

d

Fo
r i

nf
or

m
at

io
n 

on
 m

ed
ic

al
 se

rv
ic

es
 in

 h
om

el
es

s s
he

lte
rs

 ca
ll 

 
20

2-
25

5-
34

69
. F

or
 a

n 
ap

po
in

tm
en

t a
t a

ny
 o

f o
ur

 c
om

m
un

ity
   

   
   

he
al

th
 ce

nt
er

s c
al

l  
1-

86
6-

38
8-

64
89

e
ca

re
.

e
he

lp
.

e
he

al
.

Q
ua

lit
y 

Pr
im

ar
y 

Ca
re

 S
er

vi
ce

s f
or

 D
.C

. M
ed

ic
al

ly
 

U
nd

er
se

rv
ed

 a
nd

 h
om

el
es

s I
nd

iv
id

ua
ls…

…

W
e 

w
an

t t
o 

he
lp

. W
e 

w
an

t t
o 

he
lp

yo
u.

W
ha

t’
s 

on
 y

ou
r 

m
in

d?
 E

-m
ai

l S
tr

ee
tP

o
lit

ic
sD

C
@

ao
l.c

o
m

.

H
om

el
es

s 
an

d 
A

t-
R

is
k 

Ve
te

ra
ns

 in
 t

he
 P

re
si

de
nt

’s
 B

ud
ge

t 
...

P
re

si
d

en
t 

B
u

sh
’s

 p
ro

p
o

se
d

 fe
d

er
al

 b
u

d
ge

t 
fo

r 
20

09
 p

re
se

n
ts

 a
 m

ix
ed

 b
ag

 
fo

r 
ve

te
ra

n
s’

 n
ee

d
s.

 T
h

er
e 

ar
e 

si
gn

s 
th

at
 g

ro
w

in
g 

su
p

p
o

rt
 m

ay
 b

e 
p

ay
in

g 
o

ff
 

fo
r 

so
m

e 
o

f t
h

e 
p

ro
gr

am
s 

th
at

 h
av

e 
th

e 
gr

ea
te

st
 p

o
te

n
ti

al
 t

o
 k

ee
p

 v
et

er
an

s 
o

ff
 th

e 
st

re
et

s 
– 

al
th

o
u

gh
 th

e 
in

cr
ea

se
d

 s
u

p
p

o
rt

 c
o

m
es

 a
m

id
st

 fe
ar

s 
th

at
 d

e-
m

an
d

 c
o

u
ld

 o
u

tp
ac

e 
it

.
T

h
e 

D
ep

ar
tm

en
t 

o
f V

et
er

an
s 

A
ff

ai
rs

 r
ep

o
rt

s 
th

at
 fu

n
d

in
g 

fo
r 

th
e 

m
ed

ic
al

 
ca

re
 it

 p
ro

vi
d

es
 w

o
u

ld
 g

ro
w

 t
o

 $
41

.2
 b

il
li

o
n

. T
h

at
’s

 u
p

 $
2.

3 
b

il
li

o
n

 o
ve

r 
fi

s-
ca

l 2
00

8 
b

u
t a

cc
o

rd
in

g 
to

 a
 s

ta
te

m
en

t b
y 

H
o

u
se

 V
et

er
an

s 
A

ff
ai

rs
 C

o
m

m
it

te
e 

C
h

ai
r 

B
o

b
 F

iln
er

 (D
-C

A
),

 th
e 

gr
ow

th
 “

b
ar

el
y 

co
ve

rs
 th

e 
co

st
 o

f m
ed

ic
al

 in
fl

a-
ti

o
n

 a
n

d
 d

o
es

 n
o

t 
ke

ep
 u

p
 w

it
h

 t
h

e 
ev

er
-i

n
cr

ea
si

n
g 

d
em

an
d

 f
o

r 
V

A
 h

ea
lt

h
 

ca
re

.”
H

ow
ev

er
, i

n
 a

n
 e

n
vi

ro
n

m
en

t o
f c

u
ts

 to
 h

u
m

an
 n

ee
d

s 
fu

n
d

in
g 

(s
ee

 th
e 

O
n

 
th

e 
H

il
l c

o
lu

m
n

 o
n

 t
h

is
 p

ag
e)

, t
h

e 
ad

m
in

is
tr

at
io

n’
s 

b
u

d
ge

t 
p

ro
p

o
sa

l w
o

u
ld

 
al

so
 in

cr
ea

se
 s

p
en

d
in

g 
on

 s
ev

er
al

 V
A

 p
ro

gr
am

s 
sp

ec
if

ic
al

ly
 a

im
ed

 a
t p

re
ve

n
t-

in
g 

an
d

 c
o

m
b

at
in

g 
h

o
m

el
es

sn
es

s 
am

o
n

g 
ve

te
ra

n
s.

A
cc

o
rd

in
g 

th
e 

U
n

it
ed

 S
ta

te
s 

In
te

ra
ge

n
cy

 C
o

u
n

ci
l o

n
 H

o
m

el
es

sn
es

s,
 th

es
e 

in
cl

u
d

e 
a 

12
%

 in
cr

ea
se

 f
o

r 
tr

an
si

ti
o

n
al

 h
o

u
si

n
g,

 o
u

tr
ea

ch
 a

n
d

 a
ss

o
ci

at
ed

 
h

el
p

 p
ro

vi
d

ed
 t

h
ro

u
gh

 t
h

e 
V

et
er

an
s 

A
d

m
in

is
tr

at
io

n’
s 

G
ra

n
t 

an
d

 P
er

 D
ie

m
 

p
ro

gr
am

, f
o

r 
a 

to
ta

l o
f $

13
7.

8 
m

ill
io

n
.

Sh
o

rt
- 

an
d

 lo
n

g-
te

rm
 r

es
id

en
ti

al
 tr

ea
tm

en
t b

ed
s 

fo
r 

ve
te

ra
n

s 
w

it
h

 m
en

ta
l 

an
d

 p
h

ys
ic

al
 h

ea
lt

h
 p

ro
b

le
m

s 
w

o
u

ld
 r

ec
ei

ve
 a

 $
3.

1 
m

il
li

o
n

 in
cr

ea
se

, f
o

r 
a 

to
ta

l o
f $

83
.8

 m
ill

io
n

 u
n

d
er

 th
e 

d
o

m
ic

ili
ar

y 
ca

re
 p

ro
gr

am
.

M
en

ta
l h

ea
lt

h
 a

n
d

 s
u

b
st

an
ce

 a
b

u
se

 p
ro

gr
am

s,
 in

cl
u

d
in

g 
p

ro
gr

am
s 

fo
r 

th
o

se
 s

u
ff

er
in

g 
p

o
st

-t
ra

u
m

at
ic

 s
tr

es
s 

d
is

o
rd

er
, w

o
u

ld
 s

ee
 th

ei
r 

fu
n

d
in

g 
gr

ow
 

to
 $

3.
9 

b
il

li
o

n
. A

n
d

 t
h

e 
U

SI
C

H
 r

ep
o

rt
s 

th
at

 a
ll

 v
et

er
an

s 
re

ce
n

tl
y 

se
rv

in
g 

in
 

co
m

b
at

 w
o

u
ld

 re
ce

iv
e 

sc
re

en
in

g 
fo

r 
tr

au
m

at
ic

 b
ra

in
 in

ju
ry

 (
T

B
I)

, a
 c

o
m

m
o

n
 

in
ju

ry
 in

 Ir
aq

 w
h

ic
h

 c
an

 b
e 

sl
ow

 to
 a

p
p

ea
r 

an
d

 h
ar

d
 to

 d
ia

gn
o

se
.

...
 A

nd
 o

n 
th

e 
N

at
io

na
l A

ge
nd

a
A

 y
ea

r 
ag

o,
 e

xp
er

ts
 w

er
e 

p
re

d
ic

ti
n

g 
th

at
 t

h
e 

n
ee

d
s 

o
f h

o
m

el
es

s 
ve

te
ra

n
s 

w
o

u
ld

 m
ov

e 
u

p
 t

h
e 

n
at

io
n

al
 a

ge
n

d
a.

 T
h

at
 h

as
 h

ap
p

en
ed

, a
n

d
 t

h
e 

re
as

o
n

s 
go

 b
ey

o
n

d
 t

h
e 

in
cr

ea
se

 in
 a

tt
en

ti
o

n
 g

iv
en

 v
et

er
an

s 
in

 g
en

er
al

 b
ec

au
se

 o
f 

th
e 

w
ar

 in
 Ir

aq
 a

n
d

 s
to

ri
es

 li
ke

 th
e 

p
o

o
r 

co
n

d
it

io
n

s 
at

 th
e 

W
al

te
r 

R
ee

d
 A

rm
y 

M
ed

ic
al

 C
en

te
r.

T
h

e 
h

ig
h

er
 p

ro
fi

le
 c

o
m

es
 a

ft
er

 m
an

y 
ad

vo
ca

te
s’

 h
ar

d
 w

o
rk

 to
 r

ai
se

 a
w

ar
e-

n
es

s 
o

f t
h

e 
p

ro
b

le
m

, a
n

d
 o

f s
o

lu
ti

o
n

s 
th

at
 h

av
e 

an
 im

p
ac

t.
 A

n
d

 th
at

’s
 im

p
o

r-
ta

n
t,

 b
ec

au
se

 m
ak

in
g 

p
ro

gr
es

s 
d

em
an

d
s 

n
o

t 
o

n
ly

 c
re

at
iv

it
y 

an
d

 fo
cu

s,
 b

u
t 

al
so

 m
o

n
ey

.
W

h
en

 t
h

e 
V

A
 g

o
es

 t
o

 C
ap

it
o

l H
ill

 t
o

 t
al

k 
ab

o
u

t 
th

e 
b

u
d

ge
t,

 t
h

ey
’r

e 
ab

le
 t

o
 

p
o

in
t 

to
 t

h
ei

r 
es

ti
m

at
e 

o
f a

 2
5%

 r
ed

u
ct

io
n

 in
 t

h
e 

n
u

m
b

er
 o

f h
o

m
el

es
s 

ve
t-

er
an

s 
ov

er
 t

h
e 

p
as

t 
d

ec
ad

e,
 w

it
h

 s
o

m
e 

19
6,

00
0 

n
ow

 h
o

m
el

es
s 

o
n

 a
n

y 
gi

ve
n

 
n

ig
h

t.
A

d
vo

ca
te

s 
li

ke
 t

h
e 

N
at

io
n

al
 C

o
al

it
io

n
 f

o
r 

H
o

m
el

es
s 

V
et

er
an

s 
ar

e 
ab

le
 t

o
 

d
ra

w
 o

n
 t

h
ei

r 
m

em
b

er
 o

rg
an

iz
at

io
n

s’
 fr

o
n

t-
li

n
e 

ex
p

er
ie

n
ce

 w
h

en
 t

h
ey

 c
it

e 
th

e 
G

ra
n

t 
an

d
 P

er
 D

ie
m

 p
ro

gr
am

’s
 c

en
tr

al
 r

o
le

 in
 h

el
p

in
g 

ve
te

ra
n

s 
st

ay
 o

ff
 

th
e 

st
re

et
s.

 N
C

H
V

 r
ec

en
tl

y 
to

ld
 C

o
n

gr
es

s 
th

at
 fu

n
d

in
g 

G
ra

n
t 

an
d

 P
er

 D
ie

m
 

ab
ov

e 
th

e 
p

re
si

d
en

t’s
 p

ro
p

os
ed

 le
ve

l w
ou

ld
 h

av
e 

a 
cr

it
ic

al
 im

p
ac

t,
 b

y 
h

el
p

in
g 

th
e 

V
A

 p
ro

vi
d

e 
m

o
re

 tr
an

si
ti

o
n

al
 b

ed
s 

an
d

 d
ro

p
-i

n
 c

en
te

rs
.

A
n

d
 t

h
e 

C
ir

cl
e 

o
f 

F
ri

en
d

s 
fo

r 
A

m
er

ic
an

 V
et

er
an

s,
 a

n
 a

w
ar

en
es

s-
ra

is
in

g 
gr

ou
p,

 re
ce

n
tl

y 
w

ra
p

p
ed

 u
p

 a
 te

n
-c

it
y 

to
u

r 
w

it
h

 a
 r

al
ly

 a
t a

n
 A

m
er

ic
an

 L
eg

io
n

 
p

o
st

 in
 A

rl
in

gt
o

n
. I

n
 e

ve
n

ts
 k

ey
ed

 t
o

 t
h

e 
p

re
si

d
en

ti
al

 p
ri

m
ar

ie
s,

 t
h

e 
gr

o
u

p
 

ca
lle

d
 fo

r 
ro

u
gh

ly
 d

o
u

b
lin

g 
th

e 
m

o
n

ey
 p

er
 b

ed
 a

va
ila

b
le

 t
h

ro
u

gh
 t

h
e 

G
ra

n
t 

an
d

 P
er

 D
ie

m
 p

ro
gr

am
 t

o
 $

60
 a

 d
ay

, a
n

d
 m

ak
in

g 
P

T
SD

 c
o

u
n

se
li

n
g 

se
rv

ic
es

 
av

ai
la

b
le

 a
t a

ll 
o

f t
h

e 
V

A’
s 

Ve
t C

en
te

rs
, w

h
ic

h
 o

ff
er

 h
el

p
 to

 c
o

m
b

at
 v

et
er

an
s.

T
h

os
e 

d
em

an
d

s 
ar

e 
p

ar
t o

f t
h

e 
gr

ou
p’

s 
la

rg
er

 p
oi

n
t a

b
ou

t h
el

p
 fo

r 
ve

te
ra

n
s:

 
th

at
 a

n
 u

n
d

er
fu

n
d

ed
 s

ys
te

m
, w

h
er

e 
ve

te
ra

n
s 

m
ay

 h
av

e 
to

 id
en

ti
fy

 a
n

d
 th

en
 

ar
gu

e 
th

ei
r 

ow
n

 n
ee

d
 fo

r 
ca

re
 b

ef
o

re
 g

et
ti

n
g 

h
el

p,
 h

as
 to

o
 o

ft
en

 p
ro

vi
d

ed
 to

o
 

lit
tl

e 
h

el
p,

 to
o

 la
te

.
W

it
h

 v
et

er
an

s 
in

vo
ke

d
 r

eg
u

la
rl

y 
o

n
 t

h
e 

ca
m

p
ai

gn
 t

ra
il,

 it
 w

ill
 b

e 
in

te
re

st
-

in
g 

to
 s

ee
 w

h
et

h
er

 th
e 

n
at

io
n

al
 le

ad
er

sh
ip

 fo
llo

w
s 

th
ro

u
gh

 a
s 

th
e 

w
ar

 e
n

te
rs

 
it

s 
si

xt
h

 y
ea

r.

B
y 

M
ar

y 
P

at
 A

br
ah

am

A
 r

es
id

en
t o

f V
al

ri
co

, F
la

., 
Z

ac
h

 B
o

n
n

er
 is

 n
o

t y
o

u
r 

av
er

ag
e 

10
-y

ea
r-

o
ld

 b
oy

. J
u

st
 t

h
re

e 
ye

ar
s 

ag
o

 in
 2

00
5 

h
e 

fo
u

n
d

ed
 t

h
e 

L
it

tl
e 

R
ed

 W
ag

o
n

 F
o

u
n

d
at

io
n

 I
n

c.
, a

 n
o

n
p

ro
fi

t 
o

rg
an

iz
at

io
n

 
th

at
 h

el
p

s 
ki

d
s 

in
 d

is
tr

es
se

d
 s

it
u

at
io

n
s 

in
 w

ay
s 

th
at

 m
ig

h
t n

o
t 

o
cc

u
r 

to
 a

d
u

lt
s.

Fo
r 

ex
am

p
le

, n
o

t 
o

n
ly

 w
il

l m
em

b
er

s 
o

f 
th

e 
o

rg
an

iz
at

io
n

 
p

ro
vi

d
e 

fo
o

d
 a

n
d

 s
u

p
p

li
es

 f
o

r 
a 

ki
d

, t
h

ey
 w

il
l a

ls
o

 p
ro

vi
d

e 
a 

to
y 

o
r 

a 
b

o
o

k.
 

B
ei

n
g 

st
ill

 y
o

u
n

g 
h

im
se

lf
, Z

ac
h

 u
n

d
er

st
an

d
s 

th
at

 g
o

in
g 

b
e-

yo
n

d
 b

as
ic

 n
ee

d
s 

is
 w

h
at

 w
il

l r
ea

lly
 m

ak
e 

th
e 

d
if

fe
re

n
ce

 in
 a

 
ki

d
’s

 li
fe

. 
Z

ac
h

 f
ir

st
 b

eg
an

 v
o

lu
n

te
er

in
g 

at
 t

h
e 

ag
e 

o
f 

6,
 t

h
o

u
gh

, h
e 

sa
id

, h
e 

d
id

n’
t 

re
al

ly
 u

n
d

er
st

an
d

 c
h

ar
it

y 
w

o
rk

 t
h

en
. “

I 
ju

st
 

th
o

u
gh

t 
it

 w
as

 s
o

m
et

h
in

g 
fu

n
 t

o
 d

o.
 I

t 
m

ad
e 

m
e 

fe
el

 g
o

o
d

 
to

 h
el

p
 o

th
er

 p
eo

p
le

,”
 Z

ac
h

 s
ai

d
. I

t 
al

l s
ta

rt
ed

 w
h

en
 H

u
rr

i-
ca

n
e 

C
h

ar
li

e 
h

it
 a

n
d

 h
e 

en
d

ed
 u

p
 c

o
lle

ct
in

g 
27

 t
ru

ck
lo

ad
s 

o
f 

n
ee

d
ed

 it
em

s 
to

 h
el

p
 th

e 
vi

ct
im

s.
Z

ac
h

 e
xp

la
in

ed
 h

o
w

 h
is

 a
ge

 c
an

 c
o

m
e 

in
 t

h
e 

w
ay

 o
f 

h
is

 
ch

ar
it

y 
w

o
rk

, b
u

t,
 if

 a
n

yt
h

in
g,

 t
h

is
 ju

st
 e

n
co

u
ra

ge
s 

h
im

 t
o

 d
o

 
m

o
re

 to
 p

ro
ve

 h
is

 d
o

u
b

te
rs

 w
ro

n
g.

 
“P

eo
p

le
 fi

n
d

 it
 h

ar
d

 to
 b

el
ie

ve
 th

at
 a

 k
id

 re
al

ly
 w

an
ts

 to
 h

el
p

 
…

 o
n

ce
 t

h
ey

 g
et

 t
o

 k
n

ow
 m

e 
th

o
u

gh
 t

h
ey

 s
ee

 t
h

at
 I

 a
m

 r
ea

lly
 

in
to

 it
,”

 Z
ac

h
 s

ai
d

. H
e 

is
 a

ls
o

 b
u

sy
 w

it
h

 v
ar

io
u

s 
eB

ay
 c

h
ar

it
y 

au
ct

io
n

s,
 s

el
lin

g 
d

on
at

ed
 a

u
to

gr
ap

h
ed

 p
h

ot
os

 fr
om

 b
an

d
s 

lik
e 

T
h

e 
B

ac
ks

tr
ee

t B
oy

s 
an

d
 a

n
y 

ot
h

er
 d

on
at

io
n

s 
to

 T
h

e 
Li

tt
le

 R
ed

 
W

ag
o

n
 F

o
u

n
d

at
io

n
.

Z
ac

h
 h

as
 c

o
m

e 
u

p
 w

it
h

 m
an

y 
o

f h
is

 o
w

n
 id

ea
s 

fo
r 

h
is

 p
ro

j-
ec

ts
, s

u
ch

 a
s 

th
e 

K
at

ri
n

a 
H

o
li

d
ay

 P
ar

ty
, h

is
 2

3-
d

ay
, 2

80
-m

il
e 

fu
n

d
ra

is
in

g 
w

al
k 

fr
o

m
 T

am
p

a 
to

 T
al

la
h

as
se

e 
an

d
 th

e 
24

 h
o

u
rs

 
ev

en
t.

 
T

h
e 

24
 h

o
u

rs
 e

ve
n

t 
al

lo
w

s 
p

eo
p

le
 2

1 
an

d
 u

n
d

er
 t

o
 c

o
m

e 
to

ge
th

er
 fo

r 
a 

d
ay

 t
o

 e
xp

er
ie

n
ce

 li
fe

 a
s 

a 
h

o
m

el
es

s 
ch

il
d

 a
n

d
 

ra
is

e 
aw

ar
en

es
s 

o
f t

h
e 

1.
3 

m
ill

io
n

 h
o

m
el

es
s 

ki
d

s 
th

er
e 

ar
e 

to
-

d
ay

. T
h

e 
24

 h
ou

rs
 e

ve
n

t w
as

 s
ta

rt
ed

 a
b

ou
t t

h
re

e 
ye

ar
s 

ag
o 

an
d

 
Z

ac
h

 h
o

p
es

 th
is

 y
ea

r 
o

th
er

 p
ar

ts
 o

f t
h

e 
co

u
n

tr
y 

w
ill

 h
o

st
 th

ei
r 

ow
n

 2
4 

h
o

u
rs

 e
ve

n
ts

 in
 th

ei
r 

ow
n

 c
o

m
m

u
n

it
ie

s.
 

H
e 

h
as

 a
ls

o
 d

o
n

e 
a 

lo
t f

o
r 

th
e 

H
u

rr
ic

an
e 

K
at

ri
n

a 
vi

ct
im

s 
b

y 
p

u
tt

in
g 

to
ge

th
er

 th
e 

H
u

rr
ic

an
e 

K
at

ri
n

a 
H

o
lid

ay
 P

ar
ty

. 
Fo

r 
th

e 
p

as
t 

tw
o

 y
ea

rs
, Z

ac
h

 h
as

 h
o

st
ed

 t
h

e 
H

u
rr

ic
an

e 
K

a-
tr

in
a 

Pa
rt

y 
fo

r 
ki

d
s 

in
 t

h
e 

la
rg

es
t 

o
f t

h
e 

F
E

M
A

 t
ra

il
er

 p
ar

ks
 in

 
R

en
ai

ss
an

ce
 V

ill
ag

e.
 T

h
e 

fi
rs

t y
ea

r 
th

ey
 to

ta
le

d
 7

50
 k

id
s 

an
d

 th
e 

se
c-

o
n

d
 y

ea
r 

25
0.

 
E

ac
h

 k
id

 g
o

t 
th

ei
r 

ow
n

 g
o

o
d

y 
b

ag
 c

o
n

ta
in

in
g 

sc
h

o
o

l s
u

p
p

li
es

, 
ca

n
d

y,
 t

o
ys

, 
a

n
d

 a
 b

o
o

k
. 

A
ls

o
, 

ea
ch

 re
ce

iv
ed

 a
 w

ra
p

p
ed

 g
if

t f
ro

m
 

B
u

il
d

-A
-B

ea
r 

o
r 

V
ir

gi
n

 R
ec

o
rd

s.
 

Z
ac

h
 a

ls
o

 c
o

n
vi

n
ce

d
 S

m
it

h
fi

el
d

 
H

am
s 

to
 d

o
n

at
e 

1,
00

0 
h

am
s 

fo
r 

th
e 

fa
m

il
ie

s 
th

er
e 

an
d

 in
 n

ei
gh

-
b

o
ri

n
g 

ar
ea

s.
Z

ac
h

 a
ls

o 
p

u
t t

og
et

h
er

 th
e 

id
ea

 
fo

r 
a 

23
-d

ay
, 2

80
-m

ile
 fu

n
d

ra
is

in
g 

w
al

k.
 W

h
en

 m
o

st
 p

eo
p

le
 th

in
k 

o
f 

w
al

ki
n

g 
28

0 
m

ile
s,

 d
re

ad
 a

n
d

 s
or

e 
fe

et
 m

ay
 c

o
m

e 
to

 m
in

d
. B

u
t 

fo
r 

Z
ac

h
 th

is
 w

as
 a

n
ot

h
er

 w
ay

 to
 a

le
rt

 
o

th
er

s 
ab

o
u

t h
o

m
el

es
s 

ki
d

s.
 

“W
h

en
 I

 f
o

u
n

d
 o

u
t 

C
o

n
gr

es
s 

h
ad

 m
ad

e 
N

o
ve

m
b

er
 N

at
io

n
al

 
H

o
m

el
es

s 
Yo

u
th

 A
w

ar
en

es
s 

m
o

n
th

, I
 w

an
te

d
 to

 d
o

 s
o

m
et

h
in

g 
re

al
ly

 b
ig

 th
at

 w
o

u
ld

 d
ra

w
 a

w
ar

en
es

s 
to

 it
,”

 h
e 

sa
id

. Z
ac

h
 a

ls
o

 
u

se
d

 t
h

is
 w

al
k 

to
 r

em
in

d
 p

eo
p

le
 t

h
at

 t
h

er
e 

ar
e 

ki
d

s 
st

il
l u

n
-

d
er

go
in

g 
th

e 
ef

fe
ct

s 
o

f H
u

rr
ic

an
e 

K
at

ri
n

a.
 

H
e 

av
er

ag
ed

 a
b

o
u

t 
11

 m
ile

s 
a 

d
ay

 a
n

d
 e

ve
n

 c
el

eb
ra

te
d

 h
is

 
te

n
th

 b
ir

th
d

ay
 o

n
 th

is
 w

al
k.

 Z
ac

h
 is

 a
lr

ea
d

y 
p

la
n

n
in

g 
h

is
 n

ex
t 

w
al

k 
to

 b
e 

fr
o

m
 T

al
la

h
as

se
e 

to
 A

tl
an

ta
 to

 h
el

p
 r

ai
se

 m
o

n
ey

 to
 

b
u

ild
 a

 h
o

u
se

 fo
r 

a 
h

o
m

el
es

s 
fa

m
ily

.
Z

ac
h

 is
 a

ls
o

 a
 fi

n
al

is
t i

n
 th

e 
Vo

lv
o

 fo
r 

lif
e 

aw
ar

d
, t

h
e 

w
in

n
er

 
o

f w
h

ic
h

 w
il

l r
ec

ei
ve

 a
 $

25
,0

00
 d

o
n

at
io

n
 t

o
 a

 c
h

ar
it

y 
o

f t
h

ei
r 

ch
o

ic
e.

 Z
ac

h
 s

ai
d

 it
 is

 “
a 

ve
ry

 b
ig

 
h

o
n

o
r.”

 
A

s 
a 

fi
n

al
is

t,
 Z

ac
h

 h
as

 a
lr

ea
d

y 
re

ce
iv

ed
 $

10
,0

00
 f

o
r 

th
e 

L
it

tl
e 

R
ed

 W
ag

o
n

 F
o

u
n

d
at

io
n

 a
n

d
 h

as
 

b
ig

 p
la

n
s 

fo
r 

th
e 

m
o

n
ey

. 
“A

ll
 1

0 
o

f 
th

e 
ki

d
s 

in
 t

h
e 

co
n

-
te

st
 a

re
 r

ea
ll

y 
aw

es
o

m
e.

 I
 h

av
e 

b
ee

n
 in

 to
u

ch
 w

it
h

 s
om

e 
of

 th
em

 
an

d
 h

o
p

e 
th

at
 w

e 
ca

n
 w

o
rk

 t
o

-
g

e
th

e
r 

m
a

yb
e

 o
n

 s
o

m
e

 p
ro

j-
ec

ts
.”

 
Z

ac
h

 i
s 

ve
ry

 t
h

an
kf

u
l f

o
r 

th
e 

e
n

c
o

u
ra

g
e

m
e

n
t 

h
e

 h
a

s 
g

o
t-

te
n

 f
ro

m
 h

is
 f

ri
en

d
s 

an
d

 f
am

il
y 

th
ro

u
gh

o
u

t t
h

es
e 

p
as

t f
ew

 y
ea

rs
. 

“M
y 

fa
m

il
y 

h
as

 s
tu

ck
 w

it
h

 m
e 

an
d

 s
u

p
p

o
rt

ed
 m

e 
so

 m
u

ch
 …

 
T

h
e 

L
it

tl
e 

R
ed

 W
ag

o
n

 F
o

u
n

d
a-

ti
o

n
 w

o
u

ld
 n

o
t 

e
xi

st
 w

it
h

o
u

t 
th

ei
r 

su
p

p
o

rt
 a

n
d

 th
e 

h
el

p
 o

f t
h

e 
n

ew
 fr

ie
n

d
s 

I 
h

av
e 

m
ad

e.
” 

O
n

e 
o

f 
Z

ac
h’

s 
p

ro
je

ct
s 

th
at

 h
e 

is
 c

u
rr

en
tl

y 
w

o
rk

in
g 

o
n

 is
 

ge
tt

in
g 

su
p

p
lie

s 
to

 a
 b

oy
s’

 o
rp

h
an

ag
e 

in
 M

ex
ic

o.
 

It
 is

n’
t e

ve
ry

 d
ay

 y
o

u
 fi

n
d

 s
o

m
eo

n
e 

so
 y

o
u

n
g 

an
d

 s
o

 e
n

th
u

-
si

as
ti

c 
ab

o
u

t h
el

p
in

g 
th

e 
h

o
m

el
es

s 
b

u
t f

o
r 

Z
ac

h
, i

t i
s 

al
l a

b
o

u
t 

“K
id

s 
h

el
p

in
g 

ki
d

s,
 o

n
e 

w
ag

o
n

 fu
ll 

at
 a

 ti
m

e!
”

Za
ch

 B
on

ne
r, 

10
, t

ak
es

 a
 b

re
ak

 fr
om

 h
is

 2
8

0
-m

ile
 fu

nd
ra

is
in

g 
w

al
k 

fo
r N

at
io

na
l H

om
el

es
s 

Yo
ut

h 
Aw

ar
en

es
s 

M
on

th
 in

 N
ov

em
be

r.

PHOTO COURTESY OF LITTLE RED WAGON FOUNDATION

10
-y

ea
r-

ol
d

 D
oe

s 
H

is
 P

ar
t t

o 
H

el
p

 th
e 

H
om

el
es

s,
 O

n
e 

W
ag

on
 L

oa
d

 a
t a

 T
im

e

“P
eo

p
le

 fi
n

d
 it

 h
ar

d
 to

 
be

li
ev

e 
th

at
 a

 k
id

 r
ea

ll
y 

w
an

ts
 to

 h
el

p
 …

 o
n

ce
 

th
ey

 g
et

 to
 k

n
ow

 m
e 

th
ou

gh
 th

ey
 s

ee
 th

at
 I 

am
 r

ea
ll

y 
in

to
 it

.”

– 
Z

ac
h

 B
on

n
er

le
ad

s,
 s

ai
d

 p
o

lic
y 

an
al

ys
t D

ar
le

n
e 

M
at

th
ew

s.
 

It
 i

s 
u

n
cl

ea
r 

h
ow

 a
n

d
 i

n
 w

h
at

 f
o

rm
 s

u
ch

 a
s-

si
st

an
ce

 m
ig

h
t 

co
m

e.
 T

h
e 

m
ay

o
r’s

 o
ff

ic
e 

o
r 

th
e 

b
u

si
n

es
s 

co
m

m
u

n
it

y 
co

u
ld

 o
ff

er
 a

 s
h

or
t-

te
rm

 s
o

-
lu

ti
o

n
, s

u
ch

 a
s 

sp
ac

e 
in

 a
n

 in
st

it
u

ti
o

n
al

 f
ac

il
it

y,
 

sa
id

 Jo
h

n
 D

ri
sc

o
ll,

 o
f t

h
e 

N
at

io
n

al
 C

o
al

it
io

n
. 

A
ft

er
 a

 p
o

te
n

ti
al

 s
it

e 
o

n
 1

st
 P

la
ce

 in
 N

o
rt

h
w

es
t 

b
u

rn
ed

 d
ow

n
 o

n
 J

an
. 2

5,
 U

.S
. V

E
T

S 
co

n
ti

n
u

ed
 

th
e 

se
ar

ch
 f

o
r 

a 
n

ew
 lo

ca
ti

o
n

 b
u

t 
p

la
ce

d
 m

o
re

 
em

p
h

as
is

 o
n

 a
 le

as
e 

ex
te

n
si

o
n

, p
re

fe
ra

b
ly

 o
f s

ix
 

m
o

n
th

s,
 B

u
ck

le
y 

sa
id

. 
A

cc
o

rd
in

g 
to

 a
 s

to
ry

 in
 th

e 
Fe

b.
 1

2 
is

su
e 

o
f t

h
e 

W
as

h
in

gt
o

n
 P

o
st

, t
h

e 
Fe

b.
 2

8 
d

ea
d

li
n

e 
h

as
 b

ee
n

 
p

u
sh

ed
 to

 th
e 

en
d

 o
f M

ar
ch

.
W

ar
d

 5
 C

ou
n

ci
lm

em
b

er
 H

ar
ry

 T
h

om
as

 c
oo

rd
i-

n
at

ed
 n

eg
o

ti
at

io
n

s 
w

it
h

 t
h

e 
d

ev
el

o
p

er
 C

re
sc

en
t 

R
es

o
u

rc
es

 a
n

d
 U

.S
. V

E
T

S
, 

b
u

t 
A

F
R

H
 h

as
 f

in
al

 
co

n
tr

o
l,

 h
e 

sa
id

. A
s 

o
f 

Fe
b

. 6
, t

h
e 

co
u

n
ci

lm
em

-
b

er
 b

el
ie

ve
d

 a
 p

os
it

iv
e 

ou
tc

om
e 

ca
n

 b
e 

b
ro

ke
re

d
, 

h
e 

sa
id

. 
A

F
R

H
 c

an
n

o
t 

le
ga

ll
y 

p
ro

vi
d

e 
d

ir
ec

t 
ca

re
 o

r 
h

o
u

si
n

g 
to

 t
h

e 
51

 v
et

er
an

s 
d

u
e 

to
 t

h
e 

d
if

fe
re

n
t 

m
an

d
at

es
 o

f t
h

e 
tw

o
 o

rg
an

iz
at

io
n

s,
 B

la
ck

 s
ai

d
.  

Ta
lk

in
g 

to
 s

ev
er

al
 U

.S
. V

E
T

S 
re

si
d

en
ts

 o
n

 F
eb

. 
6,

 th
e 

ve
te

ra
n

s 
se

em
ed

 to
 k

n
ow

 fe
w

 c
o

n
cr

et
e 

d
e-

ta
ils

 a
b

o
u

t t
h

e 
b

u
ild

in
g’

s 
fu

tu
re

. 
A

 M
ar

yl
an

d
 n

at
iv

e 
an

d
 A

rm
y 

ve
te

ra
n

, J
on

at
h

an
 

G
re

en
e,

 5
1,

 is
 lo

o
ki

n
g 

fo
r 

o
th

er
 h

o
u

si
n

g 
in

 c
as

e 
th

e 
U

.S
. V

E
T

S 
p

ro
gr

am
s 

cl
o

se
s.

 H
e 

w
an

ts
 t

o
 fi

n
d

 
a 

p
la

ce
 a

t a
n

 e
q

u
al

 o
r 

h
ig

h
er

 le
ve

l t
h

an
 w

h
er

e 
h

e 
is

. B
u

t 
w

it
h

 t
h

e 
p

ro
xi

m
it

y 
to

 t
h

e 
Ve

te
ra

n
s’

 A
ff

ai
rs

 
H

o
sp

it
al

 a
n

d
 th

e 
tr

an
sp

o
rt

at
io

n
 s

ys
te

m
, t

h
e 

U
.S

. 
V

E
T

S 
lo

ca
ti

o
n

 is
 d

if
fi

cu
lt

 to
 m

at
ch

, h
e 

sa
id

. 
L

ik
e 

G
re

en
e,

 m
an

y 
sp

o
ke

 o
f 

w
o

rr
y,

 f
ea

r 
an

d
 

sh
o

ck
.

“I
t’s

 ta
ke

n
 a

 to
ll 

o
n

 a
ll 

o
f u

s,
” 

sa
id

 o
n

e 
57

-y
ea

r-
o

ld
 v

et
er

an
 w

h
o

 p
re

fe
rr

ed
 t

o
 r

em
ai

n
 a

n
o

n
y-

m
o

u
s.

 
“I

’m
 n

o
t 

a 
yo

u
n

g 
b

u
ck

 n
o

w
,”

 s
ai

d
 J

P
 J

er
ry

, a
 

60
-y

ea
r-

o
ld

 U
.S

. A
rm

y 
ve

te
ra

n
 w

h
o

 e
n

te
re

d
 t

h
e 

U
.S

. V
E

T
S 

p
ro

gr
am

 in
 M

ay
 2

00
5.

 “
I 

ju
st

 w
an

t 
to

 
fe

el
 s

ec
u

re
.”

U
.S

. V
E

T
S,

 fr
om

 p
ag

e 
1

Si
gn

 u
p 

fo
r 

th
e 

St
re

et
 S

en
se

 e
-m

ai
l n

ew
sl

et
te

r!
W

e’
ll 

de
liv

er
 o

ur
 t

op
 s

to
ri

es
 t

o 
yo

ur
 in

bo
x.

 
Vi

si
t 

w
w

w
.s

tr
ee

ts
en

se
.o

rg
 t

o 
jo

in
 o

ur
 li

st
.

W
a

n
t 

to
 h

el
p

 t
h

e 
h

om
el

es
s 

w
it

h
 

yo
u

r 
w

ri
ti

n
g

 t
a

le
n

ts
?

Th
en

 p
a

rt
ic

ip
a

te
 in

 t
h

e 
St

re
et

 S
en

se
 W

ri
te

 f
or

 P
ov

er
ty

 f
u

n
d

ra
is

er

W
h

a
t:

 W
ri

te
 a

n 
es

sa
y 

(6
0

0
 t

o 
1,0

0
0

 w
or

d
s)

 in
 e

a
rl

y 
A

p
ri

l o
n 

a
 p

re
-a

ss
ig

ne
d

 t
op

ic
 

re
la

te
d

 t
o 

p
ov

er
ty

 a
nd

/o
r 

ho
m

el
es

sn
es

s. 
A

nd
 c

ol
le

ct
 a

 fe
w

 d
on

a
ti

on
s t

o 
su

p
p

or
t 

St
re

et
 

Se
ns

e 
on

 a
 p

er
-w

or
d

 b
a

sis
 (

lik
e 

in
 a

 w
a

lk
-a

-t
ho

n)
. S

el
ec

t 
es

sa
ys

 w
ill

 r
u

n 
in

 u
p

co
m

in
g 

iss
u

es
 o

f S
tr

ee
t 

Se
ns

e.
 A

n 
a

w
a

rd
 p

re
se

nt
a

ti
on

 w
ill

 b
e 

he
ld

 T
hu

rs
d

a
y,

 M
a

y 
1.

H
ow

: I
f y

ou
 a

re
 in

te
re

st
ed

 p
le

a
se

 se
nd

 a
n 

e-
m

a
il 

w
it

h 
th

e 
su

b
je

ct
 “

W
ri

te
 fo

r 
P

ov
-

er
ty

” 
to

 in
fo

@
st

re
et

se
ns

e.
or

g 
or

 c
a

ll 
La

u
ra

 a
t 

20
2-

34
7-

20
0

6.
 

an
d 

its
 m

iss
io

n 
to

 h
el

p 
em

po
w

er
 t

he
 h

om
el

es
s m

en
 a

nd
 w

om
en

 w
ho

 se
ll 

th
e 

pa
pe

r 
an

d 
im

pr
ov

e 
th

ei
r l

iv
es

.



8   LOCAL NEWS Street Sense  .  February 20 – March 4, 20088   FEATURES

It’s morning and Stacy is cleaning blood off the walls 
when the door opens. Tamika walks in, drops her 
purse, grabs a rag and starts cleaning. “Oh Stacy, 

we’ve got to hurry before the police get here.” 
“Tamika, Tamika. Calm down. I didn’t do this.” 
“Oh Stacy, you got people shooting at you. What you 

did?” Stacy asked her to make some coffee. My first case. 
A man and woman smoked. I’m off to a good start, he 
thought. Stacy took out a freshly pressed vest and got 
dressed. “Tamika, when I’m gone, lock the door, stay away 
from the window. Just answer the phone. And don’t call 
Tyronn.” 

“Stacy, don’t go get yourself killed because I want to in-
troduce you to my girlfriend. She don’t have a man yet, her 
baby daddy in prison.” 

“Thanks, but no thanks,” he laughed. Stacy changed 
into his brown, pinstriped suit to head downtown. He told 
Tamika to call Rent-A-Car and let them know he is on his 
way to pick up his rental. 

“And if I’m not back at 6 o’clock, I’ll see you in the morn-
ing.” Stacy picked up his rental car and drove to the Star-
bucks on 7th and E streets, hoping to pick up a few clues.

Stacy sat at a table by the window with his coffee, asking 
questions and showing people Fluffie’s picture. He noticed 
a newspaper salesman on the corner selling a homeless 
paper. Stacy went outside to talk to him. 

“I would like to buy a few papers.” He gave the man $100 
and asked if he worked this corner every day. The paper 
salesman said yes. 

“Would you mind if I showed you a few pictures? I need 
your help.” Stacy showed him a picture of Fluffie and a 
picture of the two shot in his office. The paper salesman 
replied, “Yes. I seen a fine blonde with a tight dress and 
a white poodle with a thick black collar, look like it was 
too heavy for his neck.” Stacy laughed. He thought of how 
the blonde lady didn’t say Fluffie had a black collar and it 
wasn’t in the picture. 

“That woman is an ex-hooker and the man be dealing in 
diamonds,” he added, referring to the other picture. Stacy 
said thanks and walked back to his car and drove away. Sta-
cy pulled back in front of his office and got out, not know-
ing that he was being followed. A car turned, screeching, 
coming up fast and a burst of machinegun fire erupted as 
it went past. Stacy dove behind his car and pulled out his 
.45 and returned fire. The car turned the corner. 

Stacy’s rental car had been sprayed with bullets but he 
just walked into his office and fell asleep.

Stacy woke up to a knock at the door and looked at the 
clock. 3:30 in the morning. He grabbed his gun and cocked 
it and walked to the door and saw the shadow of a wom-
an. He opened the door to a foxy redhead with big breasts 
wearing a tight dress. 

“Mr. Stacy, I’m Sona.” 
“How can I help you?” He put his gun back in the holster 

and told her to come in. Sona asked if he always answered 
the door with a gun.

“In this office.”
Sona looked around and saw bullet holes in the wall and 

laughed.
“What’s a woman like you doing in the ’hood at this time 

of night?” 
“I would like to hire you.” 
“Let me guess, to find Fluffie?” 
“I will pay your price if you find that poodle.” Sona 

walked up to Stacy. 
“Why not go to the cops?” he asked. Sona grabbed Stacy 

and hugged him, her breasts pressing against his chest. 
With her head on his shoulder she kissed his neck and an-
swered, “I’m scared.” She held him tight and looked Stacy 
in the eyes. Sona said, “I’ll do anything to get that poodle.” 
She pressed her hot lips on his lips to kiss him and backed 
him up to his sofa. Taking off their clothes, Stacy proceeded 
to take her to peak after peak until she’s so weak she falls 
asleep. 

It’s 9 in the morning when Tamika walks in. “Ohhh, you 
white people are nasty!” 

Sona jumps up and grabs her clothes off the floor, runs 
to the bathroom and closes the door. “Tamika, make some 
coffee,” Stacy said.

“Stacy, is that your car?” she asked. “It got bullet holes 
all over it.” 

“I know.” 
Sona comes out dressed and said, “I must have fell 

asleep. Mr. Stacy, here’s an envelope with $20,000. I will 
call you later.” She walks out the door. Tamika laughed and 
said, “You and that thang put her to sleep.” 

Stacy thought it all through. I’ve got four players in this 
poodle game. Barbar Brooks, the ex-hooker, the diamond 

dealer, all dead and Sona. Sona, why did the two of you 
come here and who knew you were coming here? Everything 
points back to that Barbar Brooks. Sona hired them two to 
steal Fluffie. Why for the collar and not for the poodle! Stacy, 
you got it. Diamonds in the collar! Barbar is dealing in hot 
diamonds! Sona is paying cash and pulls a doublecross. 

Stacy looks at the picture of the two dead and thinks, she 
had them steal the poodle without paying Barbar and had 
them gunned down. But why did they come here? I guess for 
me to make a deal with Barbar to sell the diamonds back. 
Barbar had them knocked off before they could make a deal. 
Stacy, you got great skills. And Sona don’t have the poodle 
or the diamonds.

Stacy rented another car and waited until it was late to 
drive to the waterfront, after the clubs closed. 

Stacy walked the dock; it was a moonless night with no 
stars to shine bright. Stacy walked past some fishing boats 
and a large shrimp barge and noticed near Pier 1 a number 
of dog food cans in the trash. Stacy was still being followed. 
He walked back to the shrimp barge and looked in the win-
dows and saw Fluffie in a cage. 

Stacy shot the lock off, took Fluffie and was walking back 
to his car when he was grabbed from behind. He was held 
and punched in the face and stomach. Stacy took his left 
leg and put it behind the guy holding him. His left leg fell 
back and when they hit the ground, Stacy rose first and 
gave the guy a hard elbow in the face. Stacy jumped up and 
grabbed the guy’s legs and dropped him on the hood of his 
rental car, breaking the windshield. 

Stacy got back to his office with Fluffie and took off the 
collar, full of priceless raw and uncut diamonds. He turned 
on the TV to the late night news. He then heard that Sona 
Walker was found in the Anacostia River, shot. Stacy’s street 
wits were working and he knew Barbar and her goons were 
on their way. He called over the two sharp detectives that 
investigated the shooting earlier. Stacy hoped they would 
get to him before Barbar Brooks. Stacy heard a knock at the 
door. It was the detectives. 

“Guys, I’ll have your killer or killers in a minute.” One 
detective asked, “Say, isn’t that the poodle?” 

“Yes,” Stacy answered and handed them the diamonds. 
“The diamonds came from the dog collar.” 

The phone rang. “Stacy Investigations.” 
“Mr. Stacy, I thought I would drop by. I have something 

to discuss with you. Can I come up?” It was Barbar. Stacy 
replied that the door was open. The detectives hid, one in 
the closet and the other in the bathroom. Barbar walked in 
with her goons. “Mr. Stacy you know why I’m here. Hand 
over my diamonds.” 

“Why did you have those two killed here?” 
“They stole from me.” 
“Why did you kill Sona?” Stacy asked. 
“That bitch tried to doublecross me.” 
“And me?” 
“You know too much.” The goons reached for their guns 

and Stacy turned out the lights. Shots were fired. The light 
came back on. The goons were dead. Barbar was still stand-
ing. The detective handcuffed her and took her away. 

The next morning when Tamika walked in Stacy asked, 
“Would you like the day off with pay?” The phone rang. 

“Stacy Investigations,” she answered. The voice asked if 
Mr. Stacy was available. 

Ivory Wilson has been a vendor for a year and has written 
dozens of short stories. You may find him selling Street Sense 
at the corner of 11th and E streets, NW.

PRETTY RED’S FICTION By Ivory Wilson

Stacy from Malibu
— Part  2 —

“Stacy woke up to a knock at 
the door and looked at the clock. 
3:30 in the morning. He grabbed 
his gun and cocked it and 
walked to the door and saw the 
shadow of a woman. He opened 
the door to a foxy redhead ...”
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Gwen, at Miriam’s Kitchen

“She could be 
a figure 

in a Flemish painting” 

says Joseph the poet, 
and I envision her 

on a stroll among wildflowers 
on the banks of pure cold stream 

before Rembrandt’s easel. 

Today she leads our rowdy 
gang of poets 

on a tour 
through fields of color –

some wander 
forests of dappled green 

or blinding white 
fields of snow 

(I am lost 
in gray mist) 

I see her 
only in the mornings 

when the sky is painted 
all roses & violets – 
(a smile from her 

paints my day 
the hue of golden sun) 

She was here 
on bleak Christmas morning, 

to hand me love 
sent long distance 

by a friend I’ve never seen. 

The men here 
like to pose & flirt 
before her glow; 

her response 
is cool, is pure, is kind 

she merely flows 
like headwaters 

of the Mississippi – 
a thousand miles downstream 

she will be 
a majestic flood, carrying 

the swollen earth 
on her back 

Scholarly
yet strangely chic 

in her black spectacles 
she settles down before us 

and listens 
as we pour our lifeblood 

from stained pages. 

— David Harris

Wrong Sight of a Young Black Man

If you could really see me
You would not be afraid of me

If you just open your eyes and see
You will not misjudge me

Yeah, I’m young, black, brave and bold
But that still don’t give you the right

To misjudge my soul
I think that when you see me, that you’re scared
Scared that I’ll be something great or powerful

I can smell your fear
But don’t be afraid of me

Encourage me
Encourage me to be a better person 

That you’re revealing to me
If you will really see me

You’ll see the hunger
That I want to be better for me and my family

All that you see is what this environment made me be
But one day you’ll see the best man that I strived hard to be

   — J.P., age 17, an inmate at D.C. Jail

Uptown

A neighborhood I know very well 
has changed my mind about life

It’s a neighborhood where
 everybody’s mother is a crackhead 

And if she isn’t, she’s doing some kind of drug
It’s a neighborhood 

that makes you think that life is all about 
selling drugs, having sex with girls, doing drugs,

 skipping school, busting hammers, beefing,
staying out all night and day,

fighting each other,
going to the go-go,

and most importantly…
getting money

I now know what life is really about
and this neighborhood makes me sick

I feel sorry for the little kids in this neighborhood
Because they’re going to see all the things I seen

— D.L.
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In January, I had the dining pleasure of eating at one of 
Washington D.C.’s fine restaurants, the District ChopHouse 
and Brewery. I went with Street Sense volunteer Eugene. 

The restaurant is on the corner of 7th and E streets, NW 
— it so happens that I’m the salesman at 7th and E streets, 
so I know the corner like the back of my hand. 

The restaurant was big and bright on the inside, just like 
the big skies of Texas. In the background they were playing 
soft rock-n-roll — there certainly wasn’t any Liberace. 

Being a Texan myself, I know beef and potatoes. And to 
my surprise, the meal was mighty 
tasty. It’s like your taste buds, when 
you taste something delicious, they 
don’t forget it. So, on that second 
bite, you have to let your body sys-
tem know: “Through the cheeks, 
through the gums, look out stom-
ach here she comes.”

I had the Angus Beef Steak well-
done because that’s the way it’s 
done in Texas. When I ordered it 
well-done, the waitress brought it 
out well-done and not burnt. 

Some restaurants you go in to and order steak well-done 
and when they bring it out to you, it comes looking like a 
Brill-O® pad. Also, if you don’t get it well-done, then you 
know it’s not cooked right. 

I also ordered mashed potatoes and gravy, a giant order 
of onion rings and a chilled draft beer. 

In terms of the waitress, she did everything right, from 
the way she took our order to the delivery of the food and 
beer. The service was on time, like a fine-tuned Swiss 
watch.

Being that it was my first time in a fine-dining restaurant 
as a homeless person, it didn’t take me long to eat my food 
and get up out of there. 

I was too full to get dessert, but Eugene stuck around for 

it, although I don’t know what he had. 
When you’re homeless, the beat goes on even if you have 

had a delicious meal. So I got out to the corner to sell my 

papers, which was my way of working the meal off. 
In the end, I would have to give the Chophouse two 

thumbs up. Wave the checkered flag, it’s a winner.

10   FEATURES

MY TURN AT THE TABLE By Ivory Wilson and Eugene Versuyslen

The Day the Steak Didn’t Get Away

The Real Cost to ‘Be Your Own Boss’
By Emily Appel

Work at home! Be your 
own boss! Earn $5,000 a 
month!

Every day, you’re prob-
ably bombarded with offers 
like this – get-rich-quick 
schemes and loopholes in 
the system that claim to 

earn you big bucks. Most of them you easily recognize as too 
good to be true, but some may catch you off–guard. When 
you’re out of a job, you’d give almost anything a try to get a 
few bucks in your pocket. But fraudulent offers won’t just fail 
to help you make money; they’ll actually leave you poorer in 
the process.

How do you evaluate opportunities that are offered to you? 
Simply put, it takes work – work to investigate, and then work 
to fulfill the promise. As any successful small business owner 
can tell you, it is possible to “be your own boss,” but it takes 
guts, sweat and smarts to make your business succeed. Any-
thing promising less could be a scam.

According to the Federal Trade Commission, there are signs 
that can warn you if an advertised business opportunity may 
be a scam:

What type of business opportunity is being advertised? 
Fraud is most often associated with vending machine, display 
rack, pay phone, medical billing, work–at–home and some 
Internet–related business opportunities.

Where is the opportunity being advertised? Promotions for 
fraudulent business opportunities often appear in the classi-
fied pages of daily and weekly newspapers and magazines as 
well as online. They also may be marketed in television info-
mercials and commercials.

What are the ads offering you? Ads that offer large pay (say, 
$160,000 a year) in a short period (weeks or months) for little 
effort or that trumpet an ideal work situation (the ability to 
set your own hours, be your own boss and work from home) 
could be warning signs of something that’s too good to be 
true.

The good news is that there are powerful laws protecting 
your rights as a consumer. If the business opportunity costs 
more than $500, the FTC Franchise Rule requires business 
opportunity promoters to give you information – in writing 
– about what previous purchasers are earning (and if that rep-
resents what they’re all earning, most are earning or only one 
or two are earning). 

If the investment to get in is less than $500, you can still 
ask the promoter for this information, and a reputable firm 
would be able to provide it. In addition, a trustworthy pro-
moter should give you the contact information of some of 
these previous purchasers, so that you can talk about their 
experience with the promoter and in the business. This is all 
part of the research – the work – that you should put in before 
making any investment. 

If you’ve already bought into a business opportunity that 
has turned out to be less than it promised to be, there are 
agencies within the District government to help you and to 

prevent others from falling into the same trap. These agencies 
are the D.C. Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs 
(202-442-4400, http://dcra.dc.gov) and the Office of the At-
torney General (202-442-9828, http://oag.dc.gov). 

If you have a great idea and think you have what it takes 
to start your own business, there are places that offer help to 
get you started. One of them is the Howard University Center 
for Urban Progress Business Development Division, located 
at the Reeves Center at 2000 14th St. NW, Suite 330 North (to 
set up an appointment, call 202-671-2828). There, you can 
meet one-on-one with an experienced business counselor to 
develop your business idea, write a business plan and get con-
nected to free legal or accounting help. The Business Develop-
ment Division also works with existing businesses looking to 
expand or improve operations.

Don’t forget to get your taxes done for free!
The D.C. Earned Income Tax Credit (DC EITC) Campaign 

offers free tax preparation services at various sites around the 
city. Staffed by trained and IRS–certified volunteers, these sites 
can file your tax return electronically, meaning you’ll get your 
refund fast! Visit www.dceitc.org to find a site near you, or call 
202-419-1442 for more information about the Campaign.

This regular financial column is presented by Capital Area 
Asset Builders, www.caab.org, a nonprofit organization that 
helps people of all incomes to improve their financial manage-
ment skills, increase their savings and build wealth. Send your 
questions or ideas for future topics to saving@caab.org. 

Wave the 
checkered 
flag, it’s a 
winner.
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ACROSS

  5  Money-
making scheme

19  1997 
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‘at Miriam’s 
Kitchen’

50  Former 
military 
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53  Bring before 
court to answer 
charges
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featured in the 
Post for his job 
search

28  Little red 
_____

65+

46  _____ Sense
47  _____  
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February Crossword

PLACE YOUR AD HERE!
With Street Sense now coming out twice a month and 
reaching nearly 11,000 people each issue, now is the

perfect time to promote your business with us.

Call Laura at 202-347-2006 or email info@streetsense.org for more infor-
mation and to get a copy of our new advertising brochure. Or ask your local 

vendor, who can earn 20% commission from ads sales.

RATES
Rates are about half the cost of the 
neighborhood monthlies and are as 
low as $57 for a 1/16 page ad  that 

runs multiple times.

DEMOGRAPHICS
And who your business will 
be reaching can’t be beat. 
Our typical reader is a 35-
year old woman who lives 
in D.C. and works for the 

earning $70,000 a year.

DISCOUNTS

to those that prepay for multiple ads.

MOVIE/DVD REVIEW By Matthew Taylor

Chocolate City

During the early 1970s some of Wash-
ington D.C.’s AM disc jockeys christened 
the District as “Chocolate City.” The mon-
iker, later popularized by the funk band 
Parliament on its 1975 album by the same 
name, spoke to the self-determination of 
the city’s African-American community. 
More than three decades later a similar 
sense of self-determination permeates the 
documentary “Chocolate City” by fledgling 
filmmakers Ellie Walton and Sam Wild. 

“Chocolate City” uses the voices of low-
income residents from the Arthur Cap-
per/Carrollsburg public housing project 
to examine the themes of exploitation and 
alienation among displaced members of 
gentrified communities. 

Walton and Wild track the efforts of 
performance artist and community orga-
nizer Anu Yadav to develop her one-wom-
an show about the dying neighborhood 
and empower residents in the process. 
Yadav’s efforts give voice to the residents’ 
affection for a community left behind in 
the pursuit of economic progress. The 
filmmakers began work on the project as 
graduate students in documentary film-
making at The University of London’s 
Goldsmith College. 

“The film is really about the power of 
community and the possibility for people 
to advocate for themselves, to inspire peo-
ple and to fight for a place they had been,” 
Walton said. “Anu and the arts becomes 
a really important tool in the struggle to 
be heard.”

Walton, a 26-year-old D.C. native, was 
shocked during her visits home by the 
changing landscape of the District. She 
decided to use her first traditional docu-
mentary to share the city’s untold stories. 
After connecting with Yadav through the 
local “Spoken Resistance” political arts 
group, Walton found an entryway into the 
Arthur Cappers community. 

“I was really interested in how art, mu-
sic, poetry became an alternative platform 

through which D.C. voices could be heard 
in the context of disenfranchisement,” 
Walton said. 

Displaced residents of the ’Capers, as 
the development is affectionately known, 
offer a series of passionate testimonials 
throughout the film that Yadav then cap-
tures in her compelling performance art. 
One of the documentary’s great strengths 
is its use of these powerful stories to forge 
an emotional connection between the 
viewer and the community members. Oc-
casional shifts in Yadav’s role, from docu-
mentary subject to interviewer, distract 
from this relationship but ultimately do 
not diminish its power. 

The first-person narratives are an-
chored by a collection of radio sound bites 
that highlight key themes in the film and 
offer a sense of continuity to the 45-min-
ute documentary. The heavy radio pres-
ence in the film serves as a nod to Walton’s 
past experience working at D.C.’s WPFW 
radio. The use of rhythmic spoken word 
pieces in the tradition of Gil Scott Heron 
add to the work’s revolutionary spirit and 
heighten the film’s authenticity.

Walton and Wild don’t debate the mer-
its of the HOPE VI program in “Chocolate 
City” and offer little detail about its history 
or purpose. The filmmakers instead give 
voice to a collection of female residents 
who offer damning accounts of how, con-
trary to its name, the program functions 
to steal their hope.

The Washington D.C. Housing Author-
ity received a $34.9 million federal HOPE 
VI grant in Oct. 2001 to revitalize the Ar-
thur Cappers development. The project 
called for the demolition of existing build-
ings to create rental and home ownership 
units, office space, neighborhood retail 
space and a community center. The con-
tinuing effort represents “one of the most 
ambitious HOPE VI projects undertaken 
nationwide,” according to the DCHA Web 
site. 

 “Chocolate City” offers an emotionally 
powerful accounting of one community’s 
struggle for survival amidst a changing 
economic and cultural landscape. The 
film doesn’t seek conclusions as much as 
it introduces otherwise unseen human 
faces to a complex debate.

“What art does and what film does 
is open a dialogue about issues,” Wal-
ton said. “That’s what I want to do with 
[‘Chocolate City’].”

“Chocolate City,” which has been 
screened at George Washington Univer-
sity and Busboys & Poets, will be shown at 
E Street Cinemas, between 10th and 11th 
streets, on Feb. 28 at 7 p.m. as part of the 
Black History Month Film Series. 

Sign up for the Street Sense e-mail newsletter!
We’ll deliver our top stories to your inbox every two weeks.

You can unsubscribe at any time. 
Visit www.streetsense.org to join our list.
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The Decline of America
By Jeffery McNeil

Iwant to write this article 
because I think this is the 
most significant issue af-

fecting poverty in the U.S. Illegal 
immigration and the corpora-
tions that hire illegal immigrants 
are costing Americans billions of 
dollars. In addition, it’s causing a 
wave of poverty and unemploy-
ment not seen since the Great 
Depression. 

I have been to many metro-
politan areas in my lifetime and 
can’t remember a time we’ve 

seen this many homeless people roaming our major cities.
What is even more disturbing is that many great corpo-

rations that once promoted diversity, like McDonald’s and 
countless other fast food chains and customer–service re-
lated businesses now have immigrants, many of whom can’t 
speak English, working while natural born citizens are sitting 
on the sidelines unemployed. I sometimes scratch my head in 

bafflement when I go to a McDonald’s or Burger King or any 
other fast food chain, and see groups of homeless and jobless 
people staying indoors from the cold.   

What really makes me furious is that in my experience in 
these places, customer relations border on the ridiculous and 
comical. Nowadays, you are greeted by someone who can’t 
take orders or understand the orders you want. God forbid you 
want something special or your food a certain way. I was so 
angry one day because of one of these encounters, I became 
curious and started doing research on illegal immigration. 

First thing I’d like to state is I have no qualms about people 
who come to the U.S. through legal means to get their citizen-
ship, work hard and achieve the American dream. However, 
what is really infuriating is how our future was sacrificed for 
corporate profits by hiring cheap illegal aliens. What’s more 
disgusting is, through this repulsive practice you force the 
backbone of the labor force to take pay cuts in salary. Allow 
me to tell our readers who is suffering most in this new Amer-
ica: The poor, the homeless, and your children.  

This is an election year and I know my vote will be sought 
by the candidates on both sides. I’ll be wondering who is sup-

porting and funding these candidates. I would like to know 
who is talking out of one side of his or her mouth, while taking 
contributions from corporations that practice hiring illegal 
immigrants.

America is at a crossroads with terrorism, poverty and op-
pressive governments. This country was built on the backs 
of foreigners, and many have died so we can have great free-
doms, but hiring cheap labor to please Wall Street investors is 
the biggest scam on the American people. 

Who suffers? The backbone of America – the blue–collar 
worker, the traditional family. People should send a message 
to their legislators.

I hope we can find a leader who will stand up to the big and 
powerful and not let the sleaze of money cloud the interest of 
our candidates. 

Immigration will be a very powerful topic in this election 
and I hope we can come to a solution and get some good re-
sults, because if we don’t – the taxpayer will do all the suffer-
ing. Thank you for hearing my opinion.  

Jeffery McNeil regularly puts on a suit to sell Street Sense.

African-Americans have broken two new bar-
riers, according to the Pew Charitable Trust 
Economic Mobility Project’s new report. 

Almost half the children of middle-class blacks have 
fallen into the lowest income bracket in the last 30 
years, the first generation in a century to lose so much 
ground. 

And for the first time, a majority of African-Ameri-
cans polled say that blacks are responsible for their 
own economic situations, and that the values of poor 
and middle-class blacks have become more different 
over the last generation.

Yeah, right, it’s the values. Those middle-class Af-
rican-Americans whose children are now in poverty: 
rotten parents, every one of them. While going out to 
work every day, they were obviously telling their chil-
dren not to do the same. 

The black unemployment rate in October was dou-
ble white unemployment, 8.5% versus 4.2%, according 
to the Bureau of Labor Statistics. Employers of all rac-
es, with their superior values, no doubt rejected those 
black pavement-pounders because they could see the 
poor work ethic a mile away. The quarter-million drop 
in the number of U.S. jobs in October, and all the off-
shore outsourcing of the last decade, must be “a poor 
black values thing.”

It was poor black values that led neighborhoods 
of color to be targeted by predatory lenders. It wasn’t 
the secondary mortgage industry that started the cur-
rent tsunami of foreclosures now evicting people, dis-
proportionately black and Latino people – it was the 
homeowners’ bad values. 

Higher interest rates charged to borrowers of color 
with identical credit ratings are obviously payback for 
their poor behavior. And the mostly white executives 
who made millions off discriminatory subprime lend-
ing? They deserved that reward for their exemplary 
moral characters.

The drop in unionization from 20% to 12% in the last 

25 years wouldn’t have happened, and the American 
labor force would not have lost 265,000 black union 
workers, if those workers’ values had been better. The 
professional union-busting consulting firms, who ad-
vised companies how to illegally fire pro-union work-
ers – they’re role models of the American work ethic.

Same with the mostly white Congress members who 
since 1990 increased their own paychecks by $50,000 
while blocking an increase in the minimum wage for a 
record-breaking decade. And the mostly all-white bil-
lionaires on the Forbes 400 list of richest Americans 
who are $290 billion richer than last year – they must 
have the finest values of all.

Prison sentences are longer for blacks and Latinos 
than whites convicted of the same crime because judg-
es can just see the difference in moral fiber between 
defendants of different races. And of course employers 
and health insurance companies are not insuring 7.2 
million black people because their moral failings have 
made them too sickly.

The resegregation of schools and the widening gap 
in class sizes and per-pupil spending between mostly 
white and mostly black schools? The rollback of affir-
mative action in higher education? 

All due to the character flaws of African-American 
students.

Are values really the explanation for the racial in-
come gap? Or do we too often assume that the Ameri-
can dream of equal opportunity is a reality? Do we 
overlook growing structural obstacles that block the 
path of some more than others? As long as we continue 
to only see the individual as responsible for all her suc-
cess, we will also only see the individual as responsible 
for all her failures.

As a society we so identify with the people at the 
“top” that for a shot at “making it” we tolerate a ridicu-
lous income and wealth gap. So the idea that blacks 
who don’t “make it” aren’t making it due to some per-
sonal individual flaw has great resonance. 

The stereotype used to be “lazy” or “stupid”; the 
newest version is “bad values.” 

But what exactly are these values that are being sug-
gested, and whose values are they anyway? Are they the 
same values that are embedded in our institutions, our 
media, our policies, laws, and workplaces? 

Employed African-Americans, on average, work 
more hours per week than employed white people. 
Blacks are slightly less likely than whites to use illegal 
drugs. They are more likely to be affiliated with a reli-
gious congregation. Poll after poll shows no difference 
between races in attitudes towards education, paid 
work, or expectations for children’s advancement. 
Where are these famous bad values?

As a former teacher I know that some young people 
have self-destructive attitudes and behaviors – some 
black and Latino youth, some white youth, and some 
youth of 30 years ago. 

Far more young people have talent, ambition and 
a work ethic that go underutilized, especially work-
ing-class youth of color in this “haves and have-nots” 
economy.

We as people of color are used to noticing racism 
and putting it into words. We’re less accustomed to 
naming classism – but it’s rampant among middle-
class people of color. Is this what racial progress has 
come to: more middle-class blacks taking up the previ-
ously white sport of blaming the victim? 

Po l l  a f t e r  p o l l  s h ow s  n o  d i f f e r e n c e  b e -
t w e e n  r a c e s  i n  a t t i t u d e s  t o w a r d s  e d u c a -
tion, paid work, or expectations for children’s 
advancement. Where are these famous bad values?

Rhonda Soto is the Race/Class Intersections Project 
Coordinator at Class Action, a national nonprofit based 
in Hadley, Mass. 

Reprinted from Real Change
© Street News Service: www.street-papers.org

Let’s Talk Values and Class
By Rhonda Soto
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certain how many seniors are currently 
homeless within the District (below the 
poverty line does not indicate homeless-
ness), and most significantly, that the senior 
population as a whole is growing at a rapid 
rate. The numbers are growing so quickly, in 
fact, that one might reasonably assume that 
in several years current community-based 
services may not suffice to serve not only 
homeless seniors, but also those classified 
as low-income or middle-income. 

Let us look at several community-based 
service organizations to see how they are 
meeting current needs and ways we might 
be able to help everyone work more effec-
tively.

Housing. The Dwelling Place Shelter for 
Abused Elderly, run by SOME (www.some.
org), is an ideal refuge for those seniors 
who are abused or neglected. However, 
through no fault of its 
own, it simply does not 
possess enough bed 
capacity to meet the 
growing demand. More 
importantly, The Dwell-
ing Place does not spe-
cifically cater to seniors 
who are neither abused 
nor neglected – and this 
is possibly a somewhat 
sizable group.

Health care servic-
es. Thanks to the DC 
Healthcare Alliance, 
thousands of homeless 
persons can now access 
health care providers 
at Upper Cardozo, Wo-
odridge and Woodland 
Terrace. However, are 
any of these or other 
primary health centers 
equipped to, during 
a short 10 minute appointment, examine 
and diagnose seniors, many of whom may 
be suffering from multiple chronic illnesses 
such as arthritis, diabetes, congestive heart 
failure, those ravaged by poor nutrition, or 
those who suffer from a variety of physical 
disabilities and sensory impairments?

Other organizations that meet poor and 
homeless people’s daily needs of food, cloth-
ing and health care, such as Bread for the 
City, Miriam’s Closet and SOME, have gen-
erous programs – several in fact specifically 
geared to seniors. But are all social workers 
and case managers working within D.C. shel-
ters and other housing units familiar with all 

of the available programs and hours of op-
eration for these organizations?

There are no easy answers to any of these 
questions; however there are many possible 
solutions to the problems faced by seniors 
in need. Would it be possible to consolidate 
seniors, or create designated “senior shelter 
housing” at pilot shelters? Is it possible for 
the D.C. government to create more grant or 
grant-matching programs to produce tem-
porary-to-permanent senior citizen housing 
options?

Could primary health centers schedule 
specific operating hours on a weekly basis 
whereupon social workers and case man-
agers could schedule appointments for se-
niors? Is it possible to form partnerships with 
area medical schools and public health enti-
ties (i.e. the Public Health Service) through 
which geriatric care needs could be met with 
little or no cost?

Could the District’s Office on Aging and 
nonprofit entities work together to create a 

brief handbook outlin-
ing services and hous-
ing available to seniors 
within the District to be 
circulated among area 
social workers and case 
managers?

Could the Office on 
Aging work closely with 
area schools of social 
work to better inform 
their students of the 
dire need for more so-
cial workers dedicated 
to serving the senior 
community?

No system of care will 
be perfect. Washington 
D.C. and its service pro-
viders already provide 
many critical services 
for the homeless com-
munity, regardless of 
one’s race, gender, eth-

nicity and age. 
However, the rapid growth of the senior 

population in need, coupled with the lack of 
information we have concerning the number 
of homeless seniors who require service pro-
vision, is something all of us need to address 
as quickly as possible.

David Dietz is a Lieutenant Commander 
with the United States Public Health Service 
who is currently working as an analyst at the 
Administration on Aging. He is currently at-
tending Howard University’s School of Social 
Work to learn more about healthcare dispari-
ties and homelessness among older adults.

Being in MacFar-
land Jr. High was 
a big and beautiful 

experience for me. Peanut 
seemed to blend right in. I 
wasn’t comfortable at first, 
because I really wasn’t as 
popular as the other girls. 
Everyone knew a lot of boys 
and joked around all the 
time, but all I had was my 
brains and Peanut. 

I didn’t know that as I 
would learn and try to be-
come a very good student that my life was 
going to change. 

One young man in my class was very 
intelligent, so the other boys would pick 
on him also. I knew how he felt. It seemed 
like just because we wanted to learn and 
didn’t know the latest dances or the newest 
songs, we were considered “NERDS.”

“I’ll be a NERD, because I don’t like 
boys anyway, they’re nasty little mice,” I 
thought. I was judging them, because of 
my uncle, but eventually I would learn 
better.

Well, back to my education. My report 
cards always had excellent grades since I 
always got all As, maybe one B. My atten-
dance was excellent, never absent or late. 

Reason: I was away from 
home and my uncle.

The years in MacFarland 
Jr. High seemed to go by fast, 
but I learned a lot, not only 
education, but a way to save 
myself from my uncle. I was 
growing up and understand-
ing that what he was doing 
to me was wrong.

So, my years in junior 
high from 1957 to 1961 
taught me a lot. 

My uncle would soon find 
out that my life and his life were getting 
ready for a real change.

Well, MacFarland, it’s time to say “good-
bye.” 

It’s 1961, so I’ll graduate from MacFar-
land and walk across the street to be one 
of the first African Americans to integrate 
Roosevelt High.

Starting high school is where the fun 
began.

To be continued. In the next issue it’s 
time for my uncle to feel some of the pain 
I’ve had for years.

Jo Ann Jackson is a vendor and proud 
grandmother.
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Part II: The Mills Family
By Jo Ann Jackson

Could the 
District’s Office on 

Aging and 
nonprofit 

entities work 
together to create 
a brief handbook 

outlining 
services and 

housing available 
to seniors? 

Voices, from page 1

Your thoughts and editorials are welcome. 
Please e-mail content to editor@streetsense.org 

or mail to 1317 G Street, NW, Washington, DC 20005.

Looking for the Prison Art insert?
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My name is Dr. 
R e n e e  R i t a 
Br unson and 

it is a pleasure to be part of 
the Street Sense family and 
community. 

My primary position with 
Street Sense 
will be as the 
vendor man-
ager. 

My goals 
a re  t o  i m -
plement
marketing 
campaigns
and strate-
gies to target 
new clientele 
and to maintain positive 
working relations and high 
retention rates with current 
Street Sense vendors. 

My educational back-
ground includes a Ph. D. in 
Education from the Univer-
sity of Southern California. 
Before coming to Street 
Sense, I worked as an out-
reach worker for military 
families, as an instructor and 

as a youth director.
There are thousands of 

homeless people in the U.S., 
with no address, no vote, 
nameless and faceless, and 
yet there is almost no docu-
mentation (statistical or per-

sonal) made 
by them or 
about them 
as a  com-
munity or 
as individu-
als. 

I f  w e 
continue to 
accept this 
status quo 
of invisibil-

ity, an entire generation of 
homeless people will pass 
away without a trace. 

My mission through Street 
Sense is to help put an end 
to homelessness.     

I am always open to any 
suggestions or recommen-
dations. I look forward to 
working with the vendors 
and support staff at Street 
Sense.  
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FROM THE VENDOR MANAGER

A New Face in the Office
By Dr. Renee Rita Brunson

Get Twice as Much Street Sense Each 
Month Delivered Right to Your Door!

Do you want to continue to support Street Sense throughout the year? 
Order a subscription today.

 Not only will you receive 24 issues packed with all our latest news, poetry and 
photography, you will also help raise awareness about poverty in the  D.C. area. 

___  YES!
___   YES!

Street Sense, 1317 G St. NW, Washington, DC 20005

VendorNotes   By Laura Thompson Osuri

Kevin on Love
To mark the Valentine’s Day holiday, 

the Washington Post ran a feature in its 
Feb. 8, 2008 Weekend Section on love. 

The paper included several man-
on-the-street comments from all 
sorts of Washingtonians, including 
Street Sense’s very own vendor Kevin 
Robinson. 

The reporter said that Kevin’s re-
sponse to the question “What do you 
know – for sure – about love?” was very 
profound, so she had to run it. What 
did he say? Simply: “Love? L-O-V-E, 
love? It ain’t promised to you.” 

You can watch a video of Kevin’s 
and other people’s responses at 

www.washingtonpost.com.

Gerald’s Job Search Made Public
…  S p e a k i n g 

of the Washing-
ton Post, vendor 
Gerald Smith was 
featured in the 
newspaper in the 
middle of Febru-
ary in an article 
about a job fair 
for employment 

at the new National’s baseball stadi-
um. (There was no mention of Street 
Sense, though.) 

The story ran on the front page of 
the Metro Section on Sunday, Feb. 10, 
2008. Gerald’s experience is the lead 
anecdote for the article, which stated 
that he was dressed in a “neat tie, dark 
suit, spiffy trench coat, résumé under 
his arm. And, for extra luck, a Nation-
als baseball cap perched on his head.” 
Gerald, who was one of 2,500 people 
at the job fair, said that he was look-
ing for employment in the security 
sector. 

A week later, Gerald reports that he 

has not yet heard anything back from 
the stadium people. 

But he said that he is hopeful that 
the Post’s coverage of him will help 
him land a job somewhere.

Panhandler About-Face
In early Febru-

ary, one of the top 
vendors, Jeffery 
McNeil, reported 
being harassed 
by a panhandler 
in Dupont Circle. 
Jeffery said the 
panhandler kept 
trying to get in his 
way when he was 

selling papers and that they nearly got 
into a fist fight. 

But then a week later the panhan-
dler came back and not only apolo-
gized profusely but also gave Jeffery 
$20. “I was amazed,” Jeffery said. 
“Maybe he was not such a bad guy 
after all.” (Jeffery added that after the 
apology, he tried to recruit the pan-
handler as a vendor but he has yet to 
come to a training.)

My mission ... 
is to put 

an end to 
homelessness.

HELP WANTED

Help the Homeless 
with Your Advertising 

Sales Skills

Job Title: Street Sense Advertising Director 

Responsibility: • Generates ad sales, focusing on 
local and nonprofit accounts • Manages accounts re-
ceivable for advertisers • Work closely with editor and 
publisher to understand what features can be sold 
around. 

Requirements: • Minimum of two years of sales ex-
perience, advertising sales is a definite plus • Excellent 
verbal and written communication skills with strong 
negotiating ability • Ability to organize and manage 
many different projects and information • Under-
standing of online advertising a plus. 

Flexible hours, great location (we are lo-
cated at Metro Center), and the most rewarding ad-
vertising sales experience you will ever have. Salary 
will be mid-$20,000 to lower $30,000, plus competitive 
compensation and the option for health care benefits.

To apply: Please forward resume, cover letter to 
Laura Thompson Osuri at laura@streetsense.org. Call 
202-347-2006 with any questions.

Vendors, tell us your news!
Tell Street Sense what’s going on in the street, how sales are going, 

if you’ve gotten a mention in other media, gotten a new job or a place to live, 
or whatever your news might be.

E-mail Renee Rita Brunson at rita@streetsense.org 
and we’ll publish your news in an upcoming issue of Street Sense.
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 Shelter Hotline: 1-800-535-7252
WASHINGTON, D.C.
SHELTER

Calvary Women’s Services
928 5th Street, NW
(202) 783-6651
www.calvaryservices.org 

Central Union Mission (Men)
1350 R Street, NW
(202) 745-7118
www.missiondc.org

CCNV (Men and Women)
425 2nd Street, NW
(202) 393-1909
users.erols.com/ccnv/

Community of Hope (Family)
1413 Girard Street, NW
(202) 232-7356
www.communityofhopedc.org

DC Village (Family)
2-A DC Village Lane, SW
(202) 561-8090
www.dccfh.org/DCVillage.html

Franklin School (Men)
13th and K streets, NW
(202) 638-7424

Gospel Rescue Ministries (Men)
810 5th Street, NW
(202) 842-1731
www.grm.org

John Young Center (Women)
117 D Street, NW
(202) 639-8469
http://www.ccs-dc.org/find/services/

La Casa Bilingual Shelter (Men)
1436 Irving Street, NW
(202) 673-3592

N Street Village (Women)
1333 N Street, NW
(202) 939-2060
www.nstreetvillage.org

801 East, St. Elizabeth Hospital (Men)
2700 MLK Avenue, SE 
(202) 561-4014

New York Ave Shelter (Men)
1355-57 New York Avenue, NE
(202) 832-2359

Open Door Shelter (Women)
425 Mitch Snyder Place, NW
(202) 639-8093

FOOD

Charlie’s Place 
1830 Connecticut Avenue, NW  
(202) 232-3066 
www.stmargaretsdc.org/charliesplace

Church of the Pilgrims
2201 P Street, NW
(202) 387-6612
www.churchofthepilgrims.org

Dinner Program for Homeless Women 
AND the “9:30 Club” Breakfast
309 E Street, NW
(202) 737-9311
www.dphw.org

Father McKenna Center
19 Eye Street, NW
(202) 842-1112

Food and Friends
219 Riggs Road, NE
(202) 269-2277
www.foodandfriends.org

Miriam’s Kitchen
2401 Virginia Avenue, NW
(202) 452-8926
www.miriamskitchen.org

The Welcome Table
Church of the Epiphany
1317 G Street, NW
(202) 347-2635
http://www.epiphanydc.org/ministry/
welcometbl.htm

MEDICAL  RESOURCES

Christ House 
1717 Columbia Road, NW
(202) 328-1100
www.christhouse.org

Unity Health Care, Inc.
3020 14th Street, NW
(202) 745-4300
www.unityhealthcare.org

Whitman-Walker Clinic
1407 S Street, NW
(202) 797-3500
www.wwc.org

OUTREACH  CENTERS

Bread for the City
1525 Seventh Street, NW 
(202) 265-2400 AND
1640 Good Hope Road, SE
(202) 561-8587
www.breadforthecity.org
food pantry, clothing, legal and social 
services, medical clinic

Community Council for the Homeless
at Friendship Place
4713 Wisconsin Avenue NW
(202) 364-1419
www.cchfp.org 
housing, medical and psych care, sub-
stance abuse and job  counseling

Bethany Women’s Center
1333 N Street, NW
(202) 939-2060
http://www.nstreetvillage.org
meals, hygiene, laundry, social activi-
ties, substance abuse treatment

Green Door
(202) 464-9200
1221 Taylor Street NW
www.greendoor.org
housing, job training, supportive men-
tal health services

Friendship House
619 D Street, SE
(202) 675-9050
www.friendshiphouse.net 
counseling and mentoring, education, 
youth services, clothing

Georgetown Ministry Center
1041 Wisconsin Avenue, NW
(202) 338-8301
www.georgetownministrycenter.org
laundry,  counseling, psych care

Martha’s Table
2114 14th Street, NW
(202) 328-6608

www.marthastable.org
dinner, education, recreation, clothing, 
child and family services

Rachel’s Women’s Center
1222 11th Street, NW
(202) 682-1005
http://www.ccdsd.org/howorwc.php 
hygiene, laundry, lunch, phone and 
mail, clothing, social activities

Sasha Bruce Youthwork
741 8th Street, SE 
(202) 675-9340
www.sashabruce.org 
counseling, housing, family services  

So Others Might Eat (SOME)
71 “O” Street, NW
(202) 797-8806
www.some.org
lunch, medical and dental, job and 
housing counseling

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

Bright Beginnings Inc.
128 M Street NW, Suite 150
Washington DC 20001
(202) 842-9090 
www.brightbeginningsinc.org
Child care, family services

Catholic Community Services of D.C.
924 G Street, NW
(202) 772-4300
www.ccs-dc.org
umbrella for a variety of services

D.C. Coalition for the Homeless
1234 Massachusetts Avenue, NW
(202) 347-8870
www.dccfh.org
housing, substance abuse treatment, 
employment assistance

Community Family Life Services
305 E Street, NW
(202) 347-0511
www.cflsdc.org
housing, job and substance abuse 
counseling, clothes closet

Foundry Methodist Church 
1500 16th Street, NW
(202) 332-4010
www.foundryumc.org 
ESL, lunch, clothing, IDs

Hermano Pedro Day Center
3211 Sacred Heart Way, NW
(202) 332-2874
http://www.ccs-dc.org/find/services/
meals, hygiene, laundry, clothing

JHP, Inc.
1526 Pennsylvania Avenue, SE
(202) 544-9126
www.jobshavepriority.org
training and  employment

Jubilee Jobs
1640 Columbia Road, NW
(202) 667-8970
www.jubileejobs.org
job preparation and placement

National Coalition for the Homeless
2201 P Street, NW
(202) 462-4822
www.nationalhomeless.org
activists, speakers bureau available

Samaritan Ministry 
1345 U Street, SE , AND
1516 Hamilton Street, NW
(202)889-7702
www.samaritanministry.org
HIV support, employment, drug/alco-
hol addiction, healthcare

St. Luke’s Episcopal Church
1514 15th Street, NW
(202) 667-4394
http://stlukesdc.edow.org  
food, counseling

St. Matthew’s Cathedral 
1725 Rhode Island Avenue, NW
(202) 347-3215 ext. 552
 breakfast, clothing, hygiene

Travelers Aid, Union Station 
50 Mass. Avenue, NE
(202) 371-1937
www.travelersaid.org/ta/dc.html
national emergency travel assistance

Wash. Legal Clinic for the Homeless  
1200 U Street, NW 
(202) 328-5500
www.legalclinic.org
legal services

MARYLAND
SHELTER

Comm. Ministry of Montgomery Co.
114 W. Montgomery Avenue, Rockville
(301) 762-8682
www.communityministrymc.org

The Samaritan Group
P.O. Box 934, Chestertown
(443) 480-3564

Warm Night Shelter
311 68th Place, Seat Pleasant
(301) 499-2319
www.cmpgc.org

FOOD

Bethesda Cares
7728 Woodmont Church, Bethesda
(301) 907-9244
www.bethesdacares.com

Community Place Café
311 68th Place, Seat Pleasant
(301) 499-2319
www.cmpgc.org

Manna Food Center
614-618 Lofstrand Lane, Rockville
(301) 424-1130
www.mannafood.org

MEDICAL  RESOURCES

Community Clinic, Inc.
8210 Colonial Lane, Silver Spring
(301) 585-1250
www.cciweb.org

Mobile Medical Care, Inc.
9309 Old Georgetown Road, Bethesda
(301) 493-8553
www.mobilemedicalcare.org

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

Catholic Charities, Maryland
12247 Georgia Avenue, Silver Spring
(301) 942-1790
www.catholiccharitiesdc.org

shelter, substance abuse treatment, va-
riety of other services

Mission of Love
6180 Old Central Avenue
Capitol Heights
(301)333-4440
www.molinc.org
life skills classes, clothing, housewares

Montgomery County Coalition for the 
Homeless
600-B East Gude Drive, Rockville
(301) 217-0314
www.mcch.net 
emergency shelter, transitional hous-
ing, and supportiveservices

VIRGINIA
SHELTER

Alexandria Community Shelter
2355 B Mill Road, Alexandria
(703) 838-4239

Carpenter’s Shelter
930 N. Henry Street, Alexandria
(703) 548-7500
www.carpentersshelter.org

Arlington-Alexandria Coalition for the 
Homeless
3103 Ninth Road North, Arlington
(703) 525-7177
www.aachhomeless.org

FOOD

Alive, Inc.
2723 King Street, Alexandria
(703) 836-2723
www.alive-inc.org

Our Daily Bread
10777 Main Street, Ste. 320, Fairfax
(703) 273-8829
www.our-daily-bread.org

MEDICAL  RESOURCES

Arlington Free Clinic
3833 N Fairfax Drive, #400, Arlington
(703) 979-1400
www.arlingtonfreeclinic.org

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

Abundant Life Christian Outreach,
5154 Eisenhower Avenue, Alexandria
(703) 823-4100
www.anchor-of-hope.net
food, clothing, youth development, 
and medicines

David’s Place Day Shelter
930 North Henry Street, Alexandria
(703) 548-7500
www.carpentersshelter.org
laundry, shower, workshops, hypother-
mia shelter

Legal Services of Northern Virginia
6066 Leesburg Pike, Ste. 500
(703) 778-6800
www.lsnv.org
civil legal services

Samaritan Ministry
2924 Columbia Pike, Arlington
(703) 271-0938
www.samaritanministry.com
social services, employment services, 
HIV/AIDS services
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By Jessica Elliott

Lorpu S. Borsay was born in Liberia, 
Africa on May 3, 1982. She spent much 
of her life in Liberia, where she was a 
student, highly involved in choir. Lorpu 
grew up with her mother, father and 
many brothers and sisters. 

Lorpu described her mother as a busi-
nesswoman who sold radio dishes and 
clothing. Her father worked for Lonco 
Company, which ships iron to many 
countries around the world.

Lorpu came to the United States with 
some of her brothers and sisters on May 
28, 1999, in order to escape the civil war 
taking place. Lorpu’s father was killed 
during the war, even though he was not 
fighting. Her mother still resides in Libe-
ria.

Although Lorpu moved here with sev-
eral of her siblings, they did not stay to-
gether, and currently live in different states around the U.S. In order to earn money and 
pursue one of her interests, Lorpu worked as nursing assistant for 5 years. 

Lorpu said she loved her job, but was fired after an incident involving the police took 
place outside of the White House. Lorpu was arrested and sent to court. 

After her court hearing she was sent to St. Elizabeths for three months. After being re-
leased, having zero resources, Lorpu became homeless for the first time. 

She is currently putting her résumé together and hopes to work again as a nursing 
assistant.  

Why do you sell Street Sense?
It is the only way to survive and make money. I like working for Street Sense because 

it is helpful.

I see myself having a degree in business administration.

Your favorite music?
Gospel

Your favorite food?
Baked beans and 

hamburgers

Your favorite book?
The Bible 
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StreetFact
There has been a nearly 37% 
increase in adults 60 years and 
older living in poverty since 
2000. See story on page 1.

SOURCE: DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA OFFICE ON AGING

PHOTO FINISH

Never Forget Their Service
Courtesy of Circle of Friends for American Veterans

Interested in a subscription?   Go to page 14 for more information.

Lorpu S. Borsay

We Want Your Opinion.
Take the Street Sense Readers Survey 

Today!

Ask any vendor for a pre-stamped 
survey postcard or just go online to
www.streetsense.org and click on the 

Readers Survey link.


