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By Timothy Taylor 

Although District law prohibits 

housing discrimination based on 

income, activists say that many 

landlords are refusing to accept Sec-

tion 8 housing vouchers, which al-

low low-income residents to access 

housing all across the city. 

Sczerina Perot, staff attorney 

at Washington Legal Clinic for the 

Homeless, said that many housing 

management companies turn away 

city residents who hold a housing 

choice voucher because of stereo-

types about low-income people. 

She added that the D.C. Housing 

Authority (DCHA), the agency that 

administers the voucher program, 

has  largely contributed to the ste-

reotypes held by many landlords.

Despite the benefits of guaran-

teed rental payments from the gov-

ernment, Perot said the process that 

both landlords and tenants have to 

go through makes the situation un-

appealing to housing companies. 

She described how tenants must 

receive a deed of the property, be 

present at an inspection, and have 

a “special” signing of a three-way 

lease among the tenant, landlord, 

and housing agency.

“There is over a month of bu-

reaucratic process,” Perot said. 

“Many landlords would rather take 

the fast cash from a person without 

a housing voucher.”

However, Isabelle Thabault, di-

rector of the Fair Housing Project at 

the Washington Lawyers’ Commit-

tee for Civil Rights and Urban Af-

fairs, said that landlords must look 

at people with housing vouchers as 

individuals and assess them solely 

as potential tenants.

Thabault pointed out that D.C. 

law requires that housing compa-

nies not discriminate against resi-

dents based on race, gender, sexual 

orientation or income. 

In 2005, the Washington Lawyers 

By Perry Frank

After five years of uncertainty, 

the La Casa shelter in Columbia 

Heights now has a definite fu-

ture in this gentrifying neighbor-

hood.

   The plan is to move into a tem-

porary  shelter for up to two 

years, then return to a state-of-

the-art facility on  its current Ir-

ving Street site.  Council member 

Jim Graham confirmed this plan 

at a recent meting convened to 

discuss the future of La Casa. 

   Construction of the new shel-

ter, a part of the Kenyon Square 

development at the Columbia 

Heights Metro Center, is project-

ed to take 18 months to two years 

from the time La Casa moves.

The La  Casa Multicultural 

Center’s 40-bed transitional 

housing program for men will 

relocate to  1131 Spring Road, 

N.W.  But plans for relocating its 

90-bed, low-barrier men’s nightly 

shelter, currently based in trailers 

at the Irving Street site, remain 

uncertain. 

Renovations for the tempo-

rary  transitional housing facility 

are under way and scheduled for 

completion by summer of 2008. 

La  Casa’s future first became 

a topic of community dialogue 

in 2002, when the city desig-

nated land around the Columbia 

Heights Metro station and adja-

cent to the center as a choice de-

velopment site. 

The development contract was 

awarded to Donatelli Develop- 

ment, Inc. for construction of a 

$60 million mixed-use complex 

consisting of 153 condominiums, 

a 75-unit senior housing facility, 

and 19,000 square feet of ground 

floor entertainment and retail 

space. 
Although initial discussions at 

the municipal level had included 

ideas for La  Casa to remain on 

the site, when the plans were un-

veiled La  Casa was not there.

Dismayed by the apparent 

washout of the successful pro-

gram, former and current La  Casa 

residents formed the La  Casa 

Resident Leadership Committee 

to see what could be done.

 Scientist and writer Camille Minichino on justice and equality, page 6

See Voucher, page 5
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The Kenyon Square complex construction has moved forward nearly on top of La Casa on Irving Street.

See  La Casa page 4
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See  Racism, page 13

www.streetsense.org

Perry Fran
K

Inside This Issue 

Landlords

Say No to 

Housing
Vouchers

H
ave you 

ever 
won-

dered what life 

would be like if 

you belonged to 

a different race 

or national ori-

gin? As proud as 

I am to be who 

I am, I some-

times wonder 

if life would be better if I weren’t a 

black male. 

 As a black man, I occasionally 

run into situations that make me 

feel like a second-class citizen or 

just someone at the lowest levels 

of human society because of rac-

ist comments or actions. Racism 

is something that I don’t spend too 

much time thinking about. 

But just recently, I experienced 

such a blatant case of discrimina-

tion that it makes me wonder what 

makes some people treat others 

according to skin tone or nation-

al origin. I’m not a naive idealist 

who thinks our society has made 

so much progress over the years 

that these sort of actions are just 

something from the past, but in 

most cases, it’s something that of-

ten happens in a much more subtle 

manner. 

But what happened to me on 

Wednesday, April 11, certainly 

looked like discrimination.

I entered the McDonald’s res-

taurant at 13th and F streets and 

ordered a deluxe breakfast, which 

cost about $4.80.  Shortly after I sat 

Our Society 

Still Rings 
of Racism

By Martin Walker

La Casa Shelter to Stay

Will Move to Temporary Site During Construction
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By Melanie Lidman“At 16, I lost my freedom. At 24, I 

lost my country. So my first reflec-

tion is that I, myself, am also home-

less,” said His Holiness, the Dalai 

Lama, stately in his maroon and 

gold robes, as he looked out at a sea 

of people at the N Street Village, a 

community center for homeless 

women.
The crowd laughed at this state-

ment, but the residents nodded in 

understanding. For all of his fame, 

the Dalai Lama spoke to the group 

gathered at the N Street Village as 

equals. He laughed and joked with 

the audience, but when he spoke 

about compassion and equality, the 

tone of his voice changed and his 

hands moved emphatically.

“We are the same human be-

ings,” he said over and over in his 

speech. “We all have the same right 

to be happy.”The Dalai Lama was in Wash-

ington to accept the Congressional 

Gold Medal on Oct. 17 in the U.S. 

Capitol. President George W. Bush, 

First Lady Laura Bush, Speaker of 

the House Nancy Pelosi and sev-

eral other members of Congress 

members spoke at the ceremony 

after two hours of Tibetan dance 

and cultural celebration. 
Fo l l ow i n g  t h e  n u m e r o u s 

By Desiree PerezW hat can one woman 

and a chair say about 

an entire community’s 

campaign to save its neighbor-

hood?
A lot. 

What started as a young woman’s 

volunteer work within the Arthur 

Capper community in southeast 

D.C. has become “‘Capers”—an 

emotional and wildly entertaining 

play about community displace-

ment.
In her one-woman show, Anu Ya-

dav puts on an impressive perfor-

mance. Lighthearted at times and 

heartbreaking at others, she creates 

a world that chronicles actual events 

faced by the Friends and Residents 

of Arthur Capper and Carrollsburg 

– a community rights group formed 

to combat the urban gentrification 

threatening their neighborhood.

Without sets, costumes or mu-

sic, and with no props save a single 

chair, she is able to convincingly 

transform herself from one char-

acter to another and transport the 

audience through a variety of set-

tings simply by the way she carries 

herself.
From a grandmother support-

ing her family and living in fear of 

being evicted, to a young mother 

struggling with the threat of reloca-

tion and an addiction, to Mr. Kelly 

of the Housing Authority, Yadav 

is able to present widely varying 

points of view.At one point she’s an older wom-

an and a grandmother. She walks 

slowly and speaks in a deep raspy 

voice. Though her temper is short, 

she invokes Jesus to help her keep 

calm through her frustrations with 

the redevelopment, which brings 

a very real and heart wrenchingly 

comical aspect to the play.

At another point, she’s a 15-year-

old girl. Too young to be taken seri-

ously by the adults of Friends and 

Relatives, she speaks out through 

poems and stomp dancing. Later, 

By Dan Whittier
Despite high rates of homeless-

ness among U.S veterans, only one in 

four are receiving assistance from the 

U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs, 

a situation a national advocacy orga-

nization blames on lack of awareness 

of federal support.Cheryl Beversdorf, president and 

CEO of the National Coalition for 

Homeless Veterans (NCHV), said 

many of the estimated 400,000 vet-

erans who are homeless in any given 

year are unaware of services offered 

by the VA, or fail to take advantage of 

the programs early enough.

The problem is compounded by 

the fact that many homeless vets 

— who are estimated to number al-

most one-quarter of the total home-

less population in the United States 

— do not recognize themselves as 

veterans, according to Beversdorf.    

The VA and advocacy groups 

should devote more advertising and 

expand outreach programs to raise 

awareness of services available to 

veterans, Beversdorf said.
 To address the lack of self-recog-

nition, Beversdorf suggested running 

ads that begin with “have you served 

in the military,” rather than with “are 

you a veteran.”Homelessness in veterans results 

from many of the same factors com-

mon to other homeless populations, 

Beversdorf said, including post-trau-

matic stress disorder (PTSD), brain 

trauma, lack of affordable housing, 

lack of education, and lack of sus-

tainable employment.
The VA estimates that 45% of 

homeless veterans suffer from men-

tal-health issues, while more than 

70% suffer from substance abuse. 

The most common mental illness 

found in homeless veterans is PTSD, 

which often leads to other mental 

illnesses related to trauma, as well 

as alcohol and drug abuse. Despite 

this, only half of all VA centers offer 

treatment and assistance for PTSD 

and other mental illnesses.

The city shuts its family emergency shelter, making way for a Metrobus facility, page 8

See Capers, page 13
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 Dear Street Sense supporter,

This year has been one of tremendous growth for Street Sense. We increased our publi-
cation frequency from monthly to every other week and hired an editor-in-chief. These 
changes, along with others noted inside, helped Street Sense increase its sales by 48% to 
20,000 papers a month and raise its number of participating vendors by 33% to an aver-
age of 60.

Besides this quantifiable growth, there was a great deal of personal growth within the 
vendor ranks and in the profile of the paper.

Vendor Jeffery McNeil came to Street Sense this summer with empty pockets and nearly 
no hope. He recently completed a corporate mentoring program and his self-confidence 
is now sky-high. Vendor Moyo Onibuje discovered his hidden writing talent and through 
his profile in the paper was able to connect to family he had been out of touch with for 
eight years.

Street Sense was the first to report on the closing of DC Village, the city’s only emergency 
family shelter, and the first to put the mayor’s promise of apartment-style housing for 
all the families on record. And a week after we published a story documenting the slow 
progress on DC’s homeless plan and noting the dozens of unanswered phone calls to the 
city, the mayor announced he would increase affordable housing and shelter space. 

Thanks to all those who supported our organizational, editorial and vendor growth in 
2007, and stay tuned for all the new developments to come in 2008.

Sincerely, 
Laura Thompson Osuri, Executive Director
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Vendors
•	 Increased active vendors by 33% to an 

average of 60 per month
•	 “Badged” 85 new vendors
•	 Launched computerized paper sales 

tracking system
•	 Started rewarding vendor sales with 

incentives

Editorial 
•	 Increased publishing frequency from 

monthly to biweekly
•	 Published poetry book “Street Verses”
•	 Increased circulation 48% to 20,000 

papers per month
•	 Started biweekly e-newsletter
•	 Created special theme issues on topics 

including technology and religion
•  Started a weekly vendors writers group 

Infrastructure
•	 Hired a fulltime editor-in-chief, Kaukab 

“Koki” Jhumra Smith
•	 Developed strategic plan for 2008-2010
•	 Began formal volunteer orientations
•	 Kicked off “Vendor for a Day” program 

for high school and college students
•	 Developed advertising guidelines and 

created ad brochure

Financial
•	 Raised $14,500 at second annual 

reception and silent auction
•	 Raised $25,000 within eight weeks 

in “Four More Years” end-of-year   
donation push

•	 Raised $5,000 through Combined 
Federal Campaign contributions

•	 Completed first CPA-certified audit

Vendors
•	 Form six partnerships to offer vendors 

housing, drug treatment and jobs and 
writer programs

•	 Increase active vendors by 33% to 
average of 80 per month

•	 Improve new vendor sales training to 
include vendor partnerships

•	 Post vendor resumes online and 
develop “help offered” classifieds

•	 Start a program for existing vendors to 
develop their sales skills and get jobs in 
the industry

Editorial 
•	 Redesign layout and update logo
•	 Increase circulation 25% to 25,000 

issues a month
•	 Publish regular column of vendor 

success stories
•	 Begin editorial internship program for 

vendors
•	 Expand Web site to make it more 

interactive for readers

Infrastructure
•	 Hire ad sales manager and develop ad 

sales program 
•	 Improve office technology to support 

growth
•	 Strategically expand board of directors 

and invest in board development
•	 Improve measurements for tracking 

vendors’ success and editorial impact
•	 Place public service announcements on 

television, radio and Metro buses
•	 Develop formal fundraising plan

Financial
•	 Raise $20,000 at the third annual silent 

auction and reception
•	 Raise $15,000 at the Street Sense Write 

for Poverty fundraiser
•	 Increase advertising sales income by 

250%
•	 Join the United Way giving campaign
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Income: $155,501

Expense: $152,746

Poems by the Homeless Writers 
and Vendors of Street Sense

Street
Verses

Finances Vendors

Some of the 134 guests at the Second An-
nual Silent Auction and Reception bid 
on the nearly 90 items available. 

Street Verses, the organization’s first 
published book, was released in June.

Koki Smith started in June as 
editor-in-chief of Street Sense.

Vendor Martin Walker bonds with a group of 
college students who participated in the Vendor 
for a Day program in the fall. 

The Majority

Male (80%)
51 to 60 years old (49%)
Attended college (59%)

Homeless for 1 to 4 years (41%)
Sleep in a shelter (40%)

“It gives me a 
sense of hope.”

19% have moved 
into their own 

place since selling 
Street Sense

21% of vendors have 
gotten fulltime or 

parttime jobs since 
selling Street Sense

Why do you sell Street Sense?

“It gives me a chance to redeem 
myself and my dignity, plus I 
feel good about myself since 

working for Street Sense.”

“I make friends and meet 
people every day.”

“The way I can use the money to help 
with my food, clothes and bus fares, 
and I like the staff, the way they help 

you with whatever you need.”

“It gives me an opportunity to prove I am an excellent 
salesman, making me confident to deal with my present 

situation.”

Results are from a survey of 50 vendors in December 2007.

Vendor Dennis Rutledge moved 
into his very own apartment 
just in time for Christmas.

Vendor James Davis got a job at 
Ritz Camera through a connec-
tion he made selling the paper.
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